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Let us love the Holy Church! 

Let us love her tenderly,  

for she is the maternal womb of Christ 

who has given birth to us all  

in the same infancy:  

a heavenly generation, 

a renewed creation, 

a chosen race, a royal priesthood. 

And let us savour 

this most sweet mystery with the gift of wisdom, 

which will not be denied to us, 

for the heavenly Father does not withhold  

the good Spirit 

from those who ask Him in faith. 

Maria Oliva of the Mystical Body, 1934 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Protocol Decrees 09/60/03 

GINO REALI 

BISHOP OF THE SUBURBICARIAN DIOCESE OF PORTO SANTA RUFINA 

 

 

 

The Second Vatican Council reminded us that all the baptized are called 

to holiness, and Pope John Paul II, outlining the pastoral directions for the 

Church at the beginning of the third millennium in Novo Millennio 
Ineunte, identified holiness as “the perspective in which all of the People 

of God must journey,” starting with Baptism “the true entry into the 

holiness of God through incorporation into Christ and the indwelling of 

His Spirit.” 

Every baptized person, in order to respond to the vocation received, can 

find great support from sharing spiritual paths recognized and approved 

by the Church. With a desire to better know and deepen the charism of 

the Congregation of the Daughters of the Church, many faithful—laity, 

consecrated persons, and priests have long desired to embark on a 

common experience that, through a specific programme of ongoing 

formation, allows them to more fully fulfil the responsibilities of their 

state and to bear a more luminous witness of Christian life. 

Finding the proposal valid, my predecessor, H.E. Msgr. Diego Natale 

Bona, by a Decree dated September 15, 1991, recognized the private 

Association of the faithful, “Children of the Church,” approving its 

Statutes ad experimentum. 

Considering the life and growth of the Association and acknowledging 

the good fruits that have matured, I am pleased to approve this new 

version of the Statutes1 and hand them over to the members. Through the 

guidance provided, may they advance further in their awareness of the 

 
1 The current version of the Statutes, published here, was approved by Msgr. Gino 

Reali on April 25, 2007, the Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist. 



gift of faith they have received and in the commitment to a consistent 

witness of life. 

Among the purposes of the Association, I wish to highlight and 

recommend the care for fostering communion among the Lord’s 

disciples, especially within the local Church, where each one lives out 

the mystery of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 

I entrust the journey of holiness of the “Children of the Church” to the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin, Mother, and model of the Church, 

whose good fruits will enrich the life of this Diocese of Porto Santa 

Rufina and other Churches, in service to the Gospel and in the common 

witness of the Lord’s Resurrection. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

The Association of the Faithful 

"Children of the Church" 
 
Name and nature 
 

1. The Association of the Faithful Children of the Church is a 
private association of baptized persons who, by participating in the 
charism of the Institute of the Daughters of the Church, founded by 
M. Maria Oliva Bonaldo in 1938, commit themselves to following 
Christ according to their state of life2. 
This Association is constituted according to the rules of the Code of 
Canon Law and of the present Statutes3. 

Headquarters 
 

2. The Association has its headquarters at the "Domus Aurea" house 
of the Daughters of the Church, located in Via della Magliana 1240 - 
00148 Roma 4. 

3. Charism 

The Association of the Children of the Church participates in the 
charism of the Institute of the Sisters of the Daughters of the 
Church throughout the world: 
"To know, love, and witness to the Church; to make her known and 
loved; to pray, work, and suffer for her, in imitation of Jesus who 
loved the Church and sacrificed himself for her"5. 

 
2 Cf. M. Oliva Bonaldo, 33 Foglietti, p. 16; CJC can. 303. 

3 Cf. CJC cann. 298-311; 321-329. 

4 Cf. CJC can. 304. 

5 Constitutions of the Daughters of the Church, 4 



Purpose  

4. The Association, in conformity with the charism of the Daughters 
of the Church, proposes to: 

4.1.  Make its members rediscover the radical Christian newness that 
derives from the sacraments and in particular from the sacraments of 
initiation, so that they can live out this gift according to the vocation 
received from God. Baptism regenerates us to the life of children of 
God, the anointing of the Spirit, reconfirmed with the seal of 
Confirmation, makes us spiritual temples; the Eucharist unites us to 
Jesus Christ, making us His Body, and forming us as the Church6;  

4.2. Cultivate and foster communion in all areas of life: within 
fraternity, the parish community, and the local Church, promoting 
understanding, dialogue, and communication among groups, 
associations, and ecclesial movements7; 

4.3. Share the joys and hopes, the sorrows and anxieties of people 
today, especially of the poor, so that the proclamation of the Gospel 
may reach each person in the heart of their ecclesial, social, and 
cultural situation8; 

4.4. Work, according to the initial charismatic inspiration of the 
foundress "their work will be to form Christ in souls"9, to form in 
themselves and in others an authentic Christian conscience by 
safeguarding the integral truth about man proclaimed by Christ10. 

Spirituality 

5. The Children of the Church, enlightened, sustained, guided by the 
Holy Spirit:  

5.1. They strive for intimate union with God and with all people in the 

 
6 Cf. Christifideles Laici, 10; Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 21-24; M. Oliva Bonaldo, 
Commentary on LG n. 34 

7 Cf. M. Oliva Bonaldo, Daughters of the Church, p. 28; Idem, 33 Foglietti, p. 98. 

8Cf. Gaudium et Spes,1; Constitutions of the Daughters of the Church, 75-77. 

9 Cf. M. Oliva Bonaldo, 33 Sheets, p. 8 

10 Cf. Apostolicam Actuositatem, 20; Gaudium et Spes, 12-22; Christifideles Laici, 63. 



Church by participating in the life of grace that flows from the 
sacraments, especially from the Eucharist, the source and summit of 
its mystery11; 

5.2. They commit themselves to continually nurturing the inner self: 
through prayer and the study of the Word of God; through "lectio 
divina," especially on liturgical texts; and through the Liturgy of the 
Hours 12; 

5.3. They learn to orient themselves toward contemplation, to a 
reading of daily events and human history through the lens of faith, 
making their lives an offering pleasing to God: “thus, the laity 
consecrate the world to God, as worshippers everywhere in holiness 
at work"13;    

5.4. They are willing to become companions on the journey of the 
people of today, attentive to social and cultural changes, solicitous in 
deepening their meaning in the light of the Word of God and the 
teaching of the Church14; 

5.5. They are inspired by Mary, Mother and Icon of the Church; they 
entrust themselves to her in order to learn "that maternal love by which 
all those who cooperate in the Church's apostolic mission in the 
regeneration of mankind must be animated"15. 

Members 

6. All baptized individuals who wish to pursue the Association's 
goals according to this Statute and have been validly admitted16 after 
completing the basic formation programme outlined by the National 
Regulations become effective members of the Association.  

 
11 Cf. Constitutions of the Daughters of the Church, 43-44. 

12 cf. Dei Verbum, 21; M. Oliva Bonaldo, Letters to Igino Giordani, p. 14. 

13  Lumen Gentium, 34. Cf. Gaudium et Spes, 11; M. Oliva Bonaldo, Letters to Igino 
Giordani, pp. 58 and 78. 

14 Cf. Gaudium et Spes, 11; M. Oliva Bonaldo, Flower of Passion, p. 129. 

15 Lumen Gentium, 65. 

16 Cf. CJC, cann. 298; 307; 316.1. 



7. The members of the Association express the richness of the gifts 
of the Spirit through multiple charisms and vocations, which must be 
valued and supported. 

7.1. The lay members take special care to live out its (family) spirit 
in the family, in work and study environments, and in all areas of daily 
life17; 

7.2. The consecrated lay men and women "Ecclesia Mater" seek to 
express the motherhood of the Church as a leaven of evangelical life 
in the world. The formation path for consecration is indicated by its 
own Regulations. 

7.3. Associate priests aim to cultivate communion with the Bishop 
and with all the members of the Presbyterate with extreme care and 
generosity. The path for their charismatic formation is indicated in the 
Regulations. 

8. The new Associates are welcomed by the local leader after 
discernment by the Fraternity, according to the indications of the 
Regulations. The reception of a new member takes place at a 
significant liturgical celebration. 

9. The Fraternities welcome, with various forms of participation and 
commitment, friends and supporters who wish to share in their life. 

10. The religious Daughters of the Church who support the 
Association on behalf of their Superior are called to collaborate in the 
formation and to communicate with word and deed the charism they 
have received18.  

11. Members may freely leave the Association. They can also be 
dismissed for just cause according to the norm of Canon Law.19 

Life of fraternities 

 
17 Cf. CJC can. 327. Christifideles Laici, 56. 

18 Cf. CJC can. 307.3.  
19 19 Cf CJC cann. 307-308; 316. 



12. A Fraternity of Children of the Church is formed when two or 
more persons wish to gather in the name of the Lord to share the 
charism of the Institute of the Daughters of the Church, with their 
encouragement and support. 
 

13. Each Fraternity establishes the modalities of its meetings, 
spiritual retreats and other specific initiatives for the formation of its 
members, in harmony with the National Regulations. 
 

14. Each Fraternity promotes the gifts of its individual members and 
the rich ministry proper to the laity in order to contribute to the 
evangelizing mission of the Church. 

Formation 

15. The formation of the Children of the Church aims at the full 
maturity of the person in Christ, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
to give the Father, in the Church, conscious and joyful children. 

 

15.1. Formation, gradual and ongoing20, is open to contributions from 
the human sciences, based on Sacred Scripture, Tradition and the 
documents of the Magisterium, especially those that refer to the laity. 

15.2. The study of the writings of M. Maria Oliva Bonaldo occupies 
an important place in ongoing formation. 

16. Formation is expressed in particular as: biblical-liturgical 
formation, formation in dialogue, social formation. 

16.1.  Biblical-liturgical formation aims to encourage the active and 
responsible participation of the laity in the liturgy and the awareness 
of the relationship between the Word of God, the celebration and life. 
It intends to deepen the study of the Eucharistic Mystery, the other 
sacraments, the liturgical year and the Liturgy of Hours21. 

16.2. Formation in dialogue: it is the specific task of the Association 

 
20 The methods, contents and paths of the training are indicated in the National 
Regulations. 

21  Cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium and Dei Verbum; Novo Millennio Ineunte, 32-42. 



to live and promote dialogue within the Fraternity, in the family, in the 
workplace, between groups, movements, associations, with Christians 
of other denominations and with all men and women in order to 
increase mutual esteem, foster reconciliation and the spirit of 
communion22. 

16.3. The Association intends to deepen the social doctrine of the 
Church as an instrument of evangelization that in different cultures 
and situations proclaims God by affirming the dignity of man, the care 
of creation, the commitment to justice and peace, and attention to the 
new forms of poverty23. 
 

 

Authority and service 

17. In the Association, authority is exercised as a service of 
communion, animation and guidance in the spirit of the Gospel24. 

18. The service of authority in the Association is divided into three 
levels: local, regional-national and international. 

19. The local "diaconia". The service of animation in each 
Fraternity is entrusted to a "diaconia", composed of a lay leader, a 
bursar and a secretary. 
The members of the “diaconia” are elected by all the members of the 
fraternity. The specification of the organisational and managerial 
functions and the methods of election shall be governed by the 
National Regulations. 

19.1. The local Responsible person ensures the service of: 

- animation of the life of the fraternity; 
- preparation, with the contribution of the members of the fraternity, 

of formation programmes, in harmony with the proposals of the 
National Council and the indications of the local Church; 

 
22 Cf Unitatis Redintegratio; Novo Millennio Ineunte, 43-48. 

23 Cf. Gaudium et Spes, Ad Gentes, Evangelii Nuntiandi, Centesimus Annus. 

24 Cf. Lk 22:24-27. 



- welcoming new members. 

19.2. The Association can freely choose, if it wishes, a spiritual 
adviser from among the associate priests or other priests of the 
diocese. The one who is chosen must have the confirmation of the 
local Ordinary25. 

20. The National and Regional Council. The fraternities of the 
same Region are guided by a Regional Council composed of a 
responsible person and a maximum of three councillors. This Council 
is elected by the fraternities of the Region gathered in an extraordinary 
assembly according to the procedures indicated in the Regulations. 
In Nations where there are several regions, the fraternities are 
animated by a National Council composed of a national leader and 
regional leaders as councillors. The procedures concerning the 
election of the national leader are reported in the National Regulations. 

20.1. The tasks of the National and Regional Council are: 

• To adapt the National regulation to the particular local 

and current needs; 

• To promote and encourage communion among the 

fraternities of the Nation (region). 

• To propose study and formation guidelines to the 

fraternities of the Nation (region). 

• To maintain relationships with the Bishops of the local 

Churches of the fraternities of the Nation (region). 

• To convene the Regional Assembly and prepare the 

National Convention. 

21. Each authority service at local, regional and national level lasts 
for the period of time established by the National Regulations. 

22. The International Council, which is responsible for animating 
the entire Association, is composed of the national leaders. The 

 
25 Cf. CJC can. 324. 



International Council elects the General Responsible from among its 
members, who in turn appoints a bursar and a secretary general. 

22.1. The General Responsible (in charge) represents the 
Association itself, maintains relations with the competent 
ecclesiastical authority, fosters communion at every level among the 
members, with the various groups, with priests and bishops, with the 
whole local and universal Church; he preserves the spirit of the 
Association expressed in the present Statutes. 

22.2. The General Responsible remains in office for a period of three 
years and can be confirmed for two other consecutive terms. 
 
Assets of the Association 
 

23. The purpose of the fraternity is primarily the sharing of spiritual 
goods and the gift of persons: the exchange of material goods and 
mutual help in times of need becomes a visible sign of communion. 

. 
24. The assets of the Association come from the contributions that 
the individual members place in the common fund to support the 
general expenses of the Association, the aid to the poorest members, 
the financing of initiatives taken by mutual agreement and in particular 
the support of the Pope's charity26. 

24.1. The methods of this contribution are established by each 
Regional Assembly according to the National Regulations. 

24.2 The methods of administration of the goods of the Fraternity are 
established by the National Regulations. 

24.3. In the event of the extinction of the Association, any goods will 
be donated to the Holy Father27. 

Relationship with the Institute of the Daughters of the Church 

25. Participation in the same charism creates a reciprocity of 
relationships between the Association and the Institute of the 

 
26 Cf. CJC can. 325. 

27 Cf. CJC can. 326. 



Daughters of the Church. This reciprocity is also ensured by the 
presence of a Religious Sister on the International Council of the 
Association, in the Regional Councils, and possibly in the individual 
fraternities28, with the task of transmitting and encouraging the 
deepening of the specific values of the charism. 

However, the religious Sisters do not have the right to vote, nor are 
they eligible for election to the governing bodies of the Association. 

25.1 The Institute guarantees the charism by29 

- giving approval to the changes that the Association intends to 
make to the present Statute; 

- ensuring the presence of the Superior General or her delegate at 
significant moments of the Association. 

 

How to amend the Statute 

25.1. Any modification the Association intends to make to the Statute 
must: receive consent from the Institute. This consent (placet) must be 
expressed by the Superior General or her delegate to the elected 
president. Finally, the modification must receive approval from the 
local Ordinary. 

  

 
28 Cf. CJC can. 311. 

29 Cf. CJC can. 303.  



Brief bibliography 

 

ECCLESIAL DOCUMENTS VATICAN Council II 

Constitutions: Sacrosanctum Concilium (1963); Lumen Gentium (1964); Dei 
Verbum (1965); Gaudium et Spes (1965) 

Decrees: Unitatis Redintegratio (1964); Apostolicam Actuositatem (1965); 
Ad gentes (1965) 

Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation on Evangelization, Evangelii Nuntiandi 

(1975) 

John Paul II, Encyclical Letter on the Social Doctrine of the Church, 

Centesimus Annus (1991) 

- Apostolic Exhortation on the Vocation and Mission of the Laity 
Christifideles Laici (1988) 

- Apostolic Letter at the end of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, Novo 
Millennio Ineunte (2001) 

Code of Canon Law (CJC) (1983) 

WRITINGS OF THE FOUNDRESS AND OF THE INSTITUTE 

Bonaldo Maria Oliva, Daughters of the Church (text written for the work of 
Chapter 1974); Rome 1985 

Bonaldo Maria Oliva, Flower of Passion (Profile of Olga of the Mother of 
God, deceased in 1943); Rome 1985 

Bonaldo Maria Oliva, Letters to Igino Giordani (from 1938 to 1964); Rome 
2001(2nd edition) 

Bonaldo Maria Oliva, Let's Breathe Mary (1935); Rome 1984 

Bonaldo Maria Oliva, 33 sheets (project of the Opera written in 1934); 
Rome 1984 

Bonaldo Maria Oliva, Commentary on Lumen Gentium (The commentary 
on chapter IV of LG on the laity was published in Ecclesia Mater 31 (1993) 
n.3, pp. 142-151) 

Constitutions of the Daughters of the Church, Rome 1989 



 

 

The LOGO 
 

The circle is the geometrical figure that best expresses the reality 

of God in his eternal existence that knows no beginning and no end; 

it is a symbol of the eternal Love that circulates between the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit; it expresses communion; it is an image 

of the circularity of the Table, of the Community, of the Church; it 

refers to the Eucharist. 

In the heart of the circle, with all its symbolic value, rest the 

Children of the Church. 

A sprout of the vine, a figure of life that is always reborn, reminds 

us of our identity as baptized individuals who, like branches united 

to the Vine, remaining in the love of Christ, are regenerated by Him 

and in Him through the Holy Spirit to bear fruits of new life. 

For information, please contact: 
 

Association of the Faithful Children of the Church 
Via della Magliana, 1240 -00148 Rome 

Or 

Daughters of the Church 
Viale Vaticano, 62 - 00165 Rome 
www.figliedellachiesa.org 

 

http://www.figliedellachiesa.org/


Local Adress: 
 

Children of the Church c/o  
 

Daughters of the Church  

Cristi Street n.39 Crisballi Subd.,  

Guitnang Bayan 1   

SAN MATEO RIZAL 1850  PHILIPPINES 

Telephone: 0063 287337486 

 

 

Name and tel. of local Responsible of the Association: 
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