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Mother Maria Oliva Bonaldo

The pages of this biographical sketch 
show us the Foundress totally 

reaching out to communicate the gift 
she has received: 

“I want to be a drop of living Blood in 
the Mystical Body of Jesus so that I can bring 
Life to the heart of the Church and all the 
cells of its members. My desires know no 
bounds”.

This statement by Mother Maria Oliva lets us 
perceive the depths of her love for the Church, 
which she felt was like a mother who had given 
her birth in Baptism and which helped her grow 
into full likeness of Christ. Therefore, her passion-
ate desire was to have a religious family that would 
bear the name Daughters of the Church and she want-
ed her sisters to be devoted to “knowing, loving and 
serving the holy Bride of Christ”, committed to “making 
her known and loved”.

Joining her on her journey of faith is like draw-
ing near to the bush that burns without being con-
sumed. Her passion for Jesus and for the Church, 
sustained by a deep and tender relationship with 
the Father and a tried docility to the action of the 
Spirit, is deeply moving. We, her daughters, want to 
bear witness to the fact that it is beautiful to study 
under Mary, Mother of the Church, and through 
one’s life express the beauty of being involved in 
the plan of salvation that the Father has for all men 
and women, a plan that finds its fulfilment in the 
Church.

                                                                 Sister Maria Teresa Sotgiu 
                                                      Superior General ef
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Castelfranco Veneto (Treviso). 
The Castle and the market square
(Early 20th century postcard).
The city that was the birthplace, home and place of death 
of the family members of Maria Oliva Bonaldo, 
who was born on 26 March 1893.
She was the last of four children born here
before the Bonaldo-Bianco family moved to Bassano 
(1 December of the same year) – and nurtured the first blossoms 
of that promising youth.



Castelfranco
Veneto (TV).
The Corso and 
the monument 
to Giorgione
(early 20th 
century 
photograph).
The picture 
allows us to see
in the distance 
at the end of 
the Corso
the Parish Church
and the Pieve 
neighbourhood 
where her 
maternal 
grandparents
and parents 
lived. 

 
Mother Maria Oliva Bonaldo

These are three incisive expressions with 
which Maria Oliva Bonaldo, when she 

was already the Foundress and Superior 
General of the Daughters of the Church, 
described the extraordinary experience 
that radically changed her life. 

It was 22 May 1913, the Solemnity of 
Corpus Christi, when Maria Oliva was 
struck by an extraordinary grace of “pow-
er and light” in the Giorgione Square of 
Castelfranco Veneto. In 1949 her friend, 
Maria Girardi, would recall that event with 
great emotion: “Your Mother Maria Oliva, 
a young woman at that time, was kneeling 
here with me, she and I, on this very spot; 
in this very place she was inundated by that 
extraordinary sublime grace! She was not 
able to draw herself away, and she looked 
at me in silence with a heavenly gaze, and 
finally said to me “How beautiful, Maria, 
what a joy!” And she got up and walked 

away with her veil still on her head." 
When she returned to her 

home, before entering 
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“I understood Jesus, 
I understood the Church, 
I understood what I must live for”
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“Mamma, 
Come home 
again, to your old 
house, which has 
fallen asleep… 
Your Maria... 
If only you could 
see the change! 
She is no longer a 
little girl and she 
laughs at her toys. 
If you would come 
back to your white 
house... If she 
could have some 
advice from you, 
whom she misses 
so much, from you 
who abandoned 
her so soon, your 
Maria, she would 
smile again!”
(from the poem, 
“Mamma, come 
home”).

Italica Gioconda 
Bianco, Maria 
Oliva’s mother.
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she wrote in her diary: “I shall become a 
religious”.

Famous daughter of Castelfranco Veneto 

Castelfranco Veneto is the aristocratic 
city that saw the birth of the fourth child of 
Gioconda Bianco and Giuseppe Bonaldo. 
Before her were born Angela, Antonio and 
Giovanni Battista, who died sixteen days 
after his birth. Spring of 1893 had only 
just begun when, on 26 March, a “spring 
flower” blossomed in the Bonaldo fam-
ily, following a difficult birth that people 
feared the newborn would not survive. 
The following day she was brought without 
delay to the Baptismal font in the Church 
of Pieve where, in 1888 Gioconda and 
Giuseppe had celebrated their wedding. 
She was given the name of “Maria Oliva”. 

Her name already bore a message 

Thirty-nine years later, Maria Oliva 
wrote to a priest from Ischia, Father Ciro 
Scotti: “Another note, perhaps you were waiting 
for it, about my Baptismal name: Maria Oliva. 
It is due to the fact that I was born, hovering be-
tween life and death, on 26 March 1893, which 
that year was Palm Sunday, and my mother 
wanted to thank the Virgin of the Vigil and re-
call that “feast of the Hosanna and Passion”. 
I entered into supernatural life on Monday of 
Holy Week, the day on which the Gospel recalls 
the loving gesture of Mary of Bethany, who was 
later sent to Jesus’ friends with the message of the 
Ascension: ‘Go and tell my brothers that I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, my God 
and your God.’ That is, ascending now with 
my real Body in order to ascend anew later in 
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Giuseppe Bonaldo, 
Maria Oliva’s 
father.

On the preceding page:
Castelfranco 
Veneto (TV).
Church of 
“Santa Maria 
della Pieve”.

Below:
Castelfranco 
Veneto (TV).
The birthplace 
of Maria Oliva.
The house is a 
pilgrimage site 
for the 
Daughters of the 
Church and the 
members of the 
Association.
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you, my Mystical Body”. This interpretation 
of the name Maria Oliva includes the sense 
of her call and her mission. 

On 1 December 1893 the Bonaldo 
family moved to Bassano del Grappa 

(Province of Vicenza) The “Stella d’Oro” 
(Gold Star) Hotel owned by Giuseppe is 
the place where the personality of “Mamma 
Gioconda”shines. It is here that she impart-
ed human and Christian values to her chil-
dren. It was precisely from her mother that 
Maria Oliva inherited the “three enduring 
loves” that she would retain and pass on to 
others by her example, her words and her 
writings, until her death: love for Jesus in 
the Eucharist, love for his mother, and love 
for the poor whom she called “Jesus”.

In Bassano from 1895 to 1899 the family 
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Bassano 
del Grappa (VI).
The “Golden Star” 
Hotel, which the 
Bonaldo family 
owned until 1919, 
and a view 
of the city.

From Castelfranco 
to Bassano del Grappa 



Bassano 
del Grappa (VI).
Cathedral 
dedicated to 
St. Mary on 
the Hilltop.
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enlarged with the birth of Lelia, Giovanni-
na, Stella Vittoria (who died a month later) 
and Stella Maria. Among all children Maria 
Oliva was especially noted for her intelli-
gence and vivacity and her special affection 
for Jesus and for the poor. She enjoyed de-
livering the food baskets that her mother 
would at times prepare for a needy fam-
ily and every day she convinced the hotel 
cooks to prepare some “little packets” for 
the poor who would regularly come to the 
hotel at midday. 

Maria Oliva made her First Commun-
ion on 21 April 1902. She later admitted 
that she had no special memories of the 
occasion. More striking, however, is that 
Corpus Christi procession: “Whenever there 
was a procession, she [her mother] did not 
go, she could not go, but she got us ready, she 
dressed us and sent us to the procession. My sis-
ter got to carry the anchor, my cousin the cross, 
all made of silver; I, instead, carried a plate 
with gold decoration and a lovely bunch of glass 

9

Maria Oliva 
at the age of 3.

Lower left:
Maria Oliva 
with her cousins, 
gathered for a 
festive tribute
to their grandfather.
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grapes; I carried the symbol because I was the 
smaller of the two”. 

In this land pure joy and overwhelm-
ing sorrow met and did battle, and laid 
the foundation for a Paschal spirituality 
marked by the harmony of opposites.

Overwhelming sorrow 

On 13 February 1904 a dark cloud cast its 
shadow over the Bonaldo family; Gioconda 
died giving birth to her ninth child. Maria 
remembers her seated on the divan, intent 
on knitting a “pink dress” and that is the 
last time she remembers seeing her! That 
last memory was fixed indelibly in Maria 
Oliva’s mind; almost all the poetries of her 
young age (1912-1913) expresses her pain, 
which was still fresh and acute: “Mamma, I 
am here with you to recall /that sad, sad day so 
long ago! /I see you again, so intent on knitting, 
/the pink dress with your tired hands. /A tear 
dropped from your eyelash, /and fell on the little 
dress...” (from “The last child”).

“I felt I had a vocation 
but I was terribly afraid”

For Maria Oliva her mother’s death al-
so meant leaving the “nest” of her happy 
childhood years and entering the Canos-
sian boarding school in Treviso, while her 
Aunt Emilia moved to Bassano to take care  
of the smaller children. Maria Oliva’s re-
bellion was expressed in little pranks; 
however, on Saturdays and throughout 
the month of May she was a totally differ-
ent person. When her teachers asked her 
why this change, she simply and frankly re-
plied that Saturday is Our Lady’s day and 
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The church of 
the Canossian 
Institute 
in Treviso.

Antonio 
Federico 
Bonaldo in 
his military 
uniform.
He died in 
1918 on the eve 
of his discharge. 
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she was trying to be good to make an act 
of love for Mary and please her mother 
who had taught her to do so. It was pre-
cisely on a Saturday, in front of the statue 
of Our Lady, that she discovered in herself 
her first yearning to consecrate herself to 
the Lord, but she hurried and suppressed 
the thought “because”– she would later say 
to her daughters – “I felt that vocation was 
something represented by the sisters, who were 
saintly, but remote! I felt a sense of piety, I felt 
strongly united to my dead mother, to Our Lady, 
and to the Lord, but I was terribly afraid of 
religious life because to me it was like a burial, 
like something obscure”.

Decisive and enterprising 
Upon completing technical school, 

her decision to begin Teacher’s training 
in a public school in Venice, a decision 
she made with the consent of her father, 
provoked a vehement reaction in her Aunt 
Giuseppina who, although she was the 
youngest of her maternal aunts, boasted a 
certain authoritativeness in the family be-
cause of her spiritual and educative quali-
ties; however, Maria Oliva did not give in 
and humbly and maturely remained firm 
in her choice.

The young Maria Oliva developed an 
increasingly clear, decisive and enterpris-
ing character, as is already demonstrated 
in a letter to her elder sister, Gina (1909 or 
1910), the first of what would be a wealth 
of correspondence. Her few lines show the 
exuberance of a young woman in love with 
life, the intensity of her relationship with 
her family which had not weakened after 
six years of boarding school, her great or-
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Treviso.
The interior 
of the entrance
of the Canossian 
Institute.

Maria Oliva 
At the age of 11.
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ganizational ability and the first hints of an 
energetic personality that time would con-
firm. Nor does she hide her rightful intol-
erance of the meddling role of her aunts, a 
role that was not always clear and focused: 
“Let me tell you, I myself do not know how to 
understand these aunts of mine; they say, they 
repeat and contradict one another; in the end I 
will do what seems best to me. Last Easter as you 
may recall, Aunt Philomena got together with 
Emilia, Maria and Giuseppina and criticised 
my way of dressing, compared to yours, and de-
cided that I had to have a white dress made. 
However, on Sunday, Aunt Philomena told me 
it was a superfluous expense, etc., etc., Who do 
you think was right? It’s natural that you can 
cover yourself with anything, but in no way do 
I intend to listen to the criticism of my aunts or 
anyone else! However, my demands are not put 
aside very easily and I am no longer a child they 
can bundle up as they like. Don’t you agree?”.
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Giobatta 
Valentino
Bianco, Maria 
Oliva’s maternal 
grandfather.

The Bonaldo 
family gathered 
around their 
grandfathers.



In 1911
Maria Oliva 
is the 
“Headmistress 
of the girls’ School 
in Campigo”.
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Teaching experience
and a delicate maternal feeling

After receiving her Teacher’s diploma 
(1910) Maria rejoined her father and sib-
lings in Bassano and began her first teach-
ing experience in Castello di Godego 
(Province of Treviso). Her beauty fasci-
nated her little students, as did the loving 
firmness and maternal heart with which 
she formed them. 

Appointed as “Director of the girls 
school in Campigo” (1911) she moved 
to Castelfranco to live with her grandfa-
ther, Bianco, and her aunts. She walked 
to school until she obtained a bicycle, 
travelling six kilometres a day. Her sister 
Stella recalled that “before beginning her 
classes, she would go to Mass in the parish 
church, and then she would get on her bi-
cycle and head to school: she would hastily 
make her ‘thanksgiving’ after Communion 
so that she would not be late for school, 
and she would tell the Lord: ‘and now, Je-
sus, I’ll take you on a nice bicycle ride!”’ 

She enjoyed intimacy with God, but in 
no way was it saccharine. The Jesus whom 
she had received in the Eucharist and with 
whom she conversed is the one she com-
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Maria Oliva 
and her sister 
Stella (1918).
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municated to her students with simple 
gestures, full of love: a smile and a caress 
for each of them, a kiss on the cheek for 
the little one. She was all for them, and 
in them and with them she prolonged her 
contemplation, without forcing it. Her 
love was profundly human in character. 
To the Italian writer and politician Igino 
Giordani, she would one day write: “To my 
lay daughters, I would recommend only this: the 
most tender charity in the family; a charity of the 
heart, precisely of the heart; not only supernatu-
ral, but natural as well, because Jesus loved us 
like that, as God, but with a Heart he received 
from a woman, only from his Mother”.

A special love for the poor 

As soon as Maria Oliva received her first 
pay, with exquisite charity she gave to the 
poor. “Outside the post office”, her niece 
Renata wrote, “there was a whole line of 
needy people who elbowed their way for-
ward to receive a charitable offering from 
the teacher, knowing well that there would 
be nothing left for the latecomers. Maria 
would return home without a cent and her 
aunt often rebuked her because she knew 
that among these poor people there was al-
so an indecent woman and the aunt could 
not bear the idea that she also received an 
offering. 

“However, Maria replied that if her ac-
tions were to be judged on the merit of her 
beneficiaries, it would no longer be char-
ity. ‘Go on, they’ll end up making you give 
them your bicycle’, her aunt continued! 
And it is true; as soon as she was able to do 
without it, she gave it to a poor person.”
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“When I arrive,
already tired
from the journey
to my poor, 
downtrodden, 
little town,
I am greeted by 
the silvery 
laughter of 
children... 
Then in 
my heart 
I feel a 
light stirring….
And close, close 
to my heart 
I hold,
and kiss the 
smallest of them 
all...
Always rejoice
O little white 
flowers
of my spiritual 
motherhood!”
(“To my little 
students” 
of Campigo).
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Castelfranco was preparing for the tra-
ditional Corpus Christi procession. In 

the anticlerical feeling of that time, par-
ticipation in the procession represented a 
real challenge: indeed, it was usually only 
the peasant people who attended, while 
from their balconies the elite laughed at 
the “bigots” in the procession. Suddenly 
the 20-year-old Maria Oliva felt the urge 
to profess her faith publicly in the real 
presence of the Eucharistic Jesus and she 
courageously joined in. “I had to struggle 
with this sentiment”– she would say in 1938 
– “within my soul so many thoughts and memo-
ries passed in rapid succession: the memory of 
my mother who was very devoted to the Eucha-
rist and with great solemnity prepared us for the 
procession. I faced the struggle, put on a white 
dress and with one of my friends I got in line 
behind Jesus.” 

“From Jesus in the Tabernacle”, she would 
explain in 1968, “I received the inspiration to 
go and conquer this self-love. To make it a lit-
tle easier for me, I took another teacher and she 
came along. There were two of us.” 

In Piazza del Giorgione, crowded with 
the faithful, Maria Oliva was struck by “an 
extraordinary grace of light and power” 
during the benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament and she felt “sent”. What had 
happened? What had she seen and heard? 
From 22 May 1913 to 29 January 1932 a 
profound silence surrounded the experi-
ence and marked the bloodless martyr-
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The four 
Bonaldo sisters 
after the death 
of Aurelia 
(1914).
From left-right:
Giovannina,
Maria Oliva,
Angela 
and Stella.

22 May 1913

On the previous 
page:
Maria Oliva 
with her students.
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dom of this woman. It was only in 1932 
that she began to speak about it and she 
gave us sketchy information about a pas-
chal experience of death and resurrection 
that Maria Oliva was bold enough to com-
pare to the experience of the Apostle Paul 
on the road to Damascus: a life-changing 
encounter! 

First holocaust
Maria Oliva was engaged to the Vene-

tian painter Mario Melli and the marriage 
was soon to take place; she had almost com-
pleted her “dowry”, which she herself em-
broidered after school. Her wedding dress 
had arrived from the “Frette” dressmakers 
in Monza. Coming home from the proces-
sion, her sister Stella recalled, “Maria found 
a box on the table and, opening it, found a 
beautiful white silk parasol with a magnifi-
cent red rose painted on it; the rose looked 
real. With a decisive gesture she took the 
parasol, put it back in the box and rear-
ranged the wrapping, preparing it to be 
sent back to the donor. I asked her why she 
did this, and she answered ‘It’s all over.’” 

She ended the story of a pure and 
gratifying human love to make room for 
a new and irrevocable Love Story that be-
gan on that blessed Piazza. The breaking 
of her engagement was only the first prac-
tical decision in response to that grace, 
the first step in that total self-offering 
that marked the whole life of Maria Oliva. 
From that moment on, guided and taught 
by God, she would live totally aimed at 
fulfilling the task that ‘grace’ of God had 
entrusted to her, without in any way ne-
glecting her duties. 
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Castelfranco
Veneto (TV).
The Corpus 
Christi 
procession on 
13 June 1993, 
centenary of 
the Foundress’ 
birth.
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Her unconditional “Here I am” places 
Maria in the wake of Abraham and sends 
her off towards an “unknown land”. A 
journey of love and suffering lay ahead 
of her. For about twenty years she had 
to keep the experience in the silence of 
her heart, paying careful attention to the 
signs that the Lord would give her on 
the journey. Her decision was not with-
out consequences: she had to go to the 
mountains to regain her health that had 
been badly affected. When she recovered 
her strength, her life resumed its normal 
course. She obtained a permanent posi-
tion in the elementary school of Castelf-
ranco, offered her assistance in catechesis 
and in Catholic Action, and lived with her 
grandfather Bianco, spending holidays 
with her family in Bassano. 
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Maria Oliva 
dressed in 
white, a photo 
from the years 
close to the 
time of the 
extraordinary 
grace she 
received on 
Corpus Christi 
1913.
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Silent growth
In 1917, when the First World War was 

devastating the Veneto Region, the Bon-
aldo family took refuge in Portiolo di San 
Benedetto del Po (Province of Modena). 
Her experience as a refugee was providen-
tial for Maria Oliva; in fact, the presence 
of Fr. Pericle Aldini, whose disciple and 
collaborator she became, fostered her per-
sonal encounter with the Word of God and 
laid the foundation for her Biblical, Chris-
tocentric and ecclesial spirituality. Portiolo 
became the place where she first tried out 
the commitment that inspiration was driv-
ing her to. In the 1970s she would write: 

“I spent a great part of the day before the 
tabernacle, (praying) for the return of the breth-
ren to the hearth of the Parish; the banks of the 
Po could be mistaken for the farthest ends of the 
earth. To give me a sense of their confusion, the 
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Portiolo (MN).
Interior 
of the parish 
church.
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little imps from the piazza would frequently in-
vade the deserted church, sneak into the confes-
sionals, climb on the pews and run out with 
no one in pursuit, all the while whistling and 
shouting. Stop them, tame them, correct them: 
impossible. What could I do -- the refugee -- who 
often had to put up with their tricks? ‘But the 
Lord’s ways are different than ours’ and the 
more my will was conformed to his Heart, the 
more God’s will impelled me towards that little 
horde, his miniature Mystical Body, to work and 
suffer. I gave in and began my riverbank apos-
tolate with cardboard puppets my father made 
when he was feeling homesick: a jerk of the string 
set the arms and legs in motion, and soon I had 
obtained what I could never have done, not even 
with a picture of the Madonna. The children 
surrounded me. A few months later they were 
lined up in church for catechism classes.”

The angel of her family 

At war’s end the Bonaldo family num-
bered four: their father, Giuseppe, Gina, 
Maria Oliva and Stella. New losses had 
taken place between 1914 and 1918 -- 
their sister Lelia drowned, Giovannina 
and their only brother, Antonio, got sick 
and died; these deaths, combined with the 
prior ones, had an inauspicious effect on 
the faith and piety of some of the family 
members, but did not manage to graze the 
faith of Maria who, besides being “the an-
gel of the family”, was able to transform 
the overwhelming sorrow into a school of 
life by her understanding of the value of 
suffering accepted “with love” and offered, 
in communion with the suffering of Jesus, 
“for the salvation of others.”.
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Portiolo (MN).
The house of 
Anna Balloni,
who hosted
the Bonaldo family 
when they moved 
out of Bassano.

Previous page:
Detail of 
Botticelli’s 
Annunciation 
by Maria Oliva 
in 1918,
given as a gift 
to Mrs. Anna 
Gandini,
who hosted the 
Bonaldo family 
during their 
move to Portiolo.



 

 

 
Mother Maria Oliva Bonaldo

“Tomorrow I will enter the Canossian con-
vent in Treviso, perhaps to leave the same 

evening.” That is what Maria Oliva wrote to 
Fr. Scotti on 2 October 1920. Why such 
uncertainty in a woman who had been de-
termined since she was a teenager? Her 
letter from 1932 offers us a glimpse. 

“With the grace of conversion Jesus imme-
diately broadened that of my religious vocation 
and with it gave me a great dissatisfaction for 
all the (religious) Institutes that were proposed 
to me, and I had to repress this secret need and 
always come back to the idea of offering God 
the first fruits of some activity. The first time 
I revealed my heart’s desire to my spiritual di-
rector he replied firmly and in a way that did 
not invite a response: “God wants other instru-
ments for those works.” So I let myself be led by 
obedience first to the Visitation Sisters, and then 
to this my Holy Institute.” 

In faith Maria Oliva accepted her spir-
itual director’s bond of silence about her 
inspiration.

Seven years after her first holocaust, 
she consumed the immolation by enter-
ing the Canossian Institute on 3 October; 
not only did she stay there, but she gave 
herself totally. The wealth of gifts she 
possessed, harmonized with her humble 
exercise of charity, led the council of the 
community to realize that they had in her 
an exceptional person: “She already is like 
a professed Sister who has been perfected 
in her virtues; she is a chosen soul”, we 
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A bolt out of the blue...

Treviso.
House of the 
Canossian Sisters 
Via A. Manzoni, 15.
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read thus in the evaluation made at the 
time of her admission into the novitiate. 
Maria Oliva made her own the pastoral 
guidelines of the Canossian Sisters. From 
17 February 1922, she allows her poetic 
vein, which had been rendered dry after 
the grace of 1913, to flow once again in 
the service of the faith. 

The grace of “Sitio”
During her novitiate a new mystical 

grace strengthened her understanding of 
the “love-suffering” combination. Maria 
Oliva wrote: 

“I was still a novice. One day, half an hour 
before common rising, I was suddenly awakened 
by a torrent of life. I felt as if the Saviour’s soul 
was pouring into my own, to slake His thirst 
to suffer in my ability to suffer and from that 
moment on, his ‘I thirst’ was my torment. For 
about half an hour I felt myself burning with 
love, with sorrow, with scorching heat and ever 
since that day my cup has been continuously 
filled and refilled to the brim. I spent ten years 
in this alternating of sorrowful love and lov-
ing sorrow and I 
never refused the 
Lord the sacrifice 
of my will. This 
cost me my life, 
and still does, 
but I am happy, 
or rather most 
happy to be con-
sumed with the 
desire to do the 
Will of my Fa-
ther who is in 
heaven.” 
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Maria Oliva with 
her father a few 
days before she 
entered the convent.

Maria Oliva 
Bonaldo as a 
Canossian Sister 
(1924).



 
Mother Maria Oliva Bonaldo

Unconditional trust in God

Maria Oliva wanted to entrust to God 
alone the fulfilment of the inspiration that 
was pressing on her heart, the founding of 
the Daughters of the Church. To that end she 
disposed of her patrimony on behalf of one 
of the houses of the Canossian Institute 
and she fully engaged herself in the Canos-
sian works, giving proof of her total trust. 
Thus, renouncing her goods and her own 
will, she made her temporary profession (7 
September 1923) and her perpetual vows 
(24 October 1928), after having told her 
confessor about her inspiration and the 
repugnance she felt for the life she had 
embraced “out of pure obedience”. On the 
feast of St. Peter in 1929, as a sign of her to-
tal self-offering, she made a vow to remain 
a Canossian Sister for her whole life, offer-
ing to God “this anguished immolation for 
the intentions of the Holy Father and of 
the Church.” Thus she expressed her par-
ticular affection for the Pope and her faith 
in the visible presence of Jesus in the “sweet 
Christ on earth”, which would become one 
of the most characteristic traits of the spir-
ituality of the Daughters of the Church.

At the Catholic University 
of the Sacred Heart

Father Agostino Gemelli opened the 
doors of the Catholic University of the Sa-
cred Heart to women religious as well in 
the year 1923. Together with Sister Luigia 
Rossi, Maria Oliva was chosen by her Supe-
riors to enrol in the Faculty of Letters, first 
at Milan and later at Castelnuovo Fogliani 
(Province of Piacenza) at the “Mary Im-
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maculate” Superior Institute for Teachers. 
The years of study at the university were of 
great importance for her future ministry 
as a teacher and school director; they also 
gave her a solid cultural base for the future 
founding of the Daughters of the Church. 
A university classmate recalls: “When I 
first met her in 1924 I was immediately 
struck by her behaviour which expressed 
an interior richness, by the cordiality of 
her relationships and her extraordinary 
intelligence. Mons. Olgiati was giving a 
course on St. Paul, especially emphasizing 
the doctrine of the Mystical Body. Mother 
Maria Oliva Bonaldo not only appeared to 
be interested in the topic, but it was evi-
dent that she followed it with true spiritual 
joy and great interest. She often rose up to 
ask for clarification or to highlight some 
point or other, to grasp and delve deeper 
into all the aspects. I had the impression 
that her lively interest responded to some 
inner direction of her spirit”.
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In 1940 Mother Maria Oliva would con-
fide to Igino Giordani: “The Mystery of the 
Church was revealed to me even before I knew 
the Gospel and the Epistles: before the Blessed 
Sacrament I felt the Lord’s presence as in the 
most humble sacrament of the poor, and with the 
same love I loved Jesus and the poor, especially 
those who lacked God, the unhappiest of all.” 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts; 
your ways are not my ways”

In June 1928 Maria Oliva returned to 
her community and was immediately put 
back on the teaching staff, although she 
had not yet written and defended her 
thesis. Her health, which had never been 
good, became an issue and she was threat-
ened by an insidious form of tuberculosis. 
Her illness forced her to stop teaching and 
spend days in bed and resting at Pederobba 
where, afflicted by “nights that were awful 
for my spirit”, she worked on her thesis on 
the topic of: The Blessed Virgin in Human-
ism. The day after her defence (20 Decem-
ber 1930) her illness became worse. The 
Canossian Sisters, who had such hopes in 
her “wonderful intelligence” were fearful, 
while Maria Oliva, without allowing her-
self to be trapped into or yield to a type 
of obsession with health, wondered about 
God’s mysterious designs. She wrote to Fr. 
Ciro Scotti: Why did God want me to become a 
Canossian? Maybe because I was trafficking my 
talents, as my first director said? No, it is true 
that the day after I received my diploma, one that 
cost my Institute extraordinary sacrifices, I was 
presented with a room in the infirmary, and It 
seems that there is no human hope of recovery.”
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Remaining continuously at Pederob-
ba from the summer of 1931 until 

autumn of 1932, in the quiet of her rest, 
Maria Oliva was compelled to express her 
original inspiration about which she had 
kept quiet out of obedience. Her letter to 
Father Scotti on 29 January 1932, to which 
we have made reference several times, so 
filled with passion for God, for the Church 
and for others, breaks the hermetical si-
lence and opens the path towards her goal. 
Her goal was to seek “the instrument” the 
Lord had prepared for her to fulfil her in-
spiration. Yet while the fire was still burn-
ing and the inspiration was pressing on her 
weak lungs, she was asked to take on a new 
task. She confided to Father Ciro: “Obedi-
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ence has assigned me the task of principal of the 
A. Manzoni Teachers’ Training College; more 
than 300 creatures, 32 of whom are teachers, 
and I am still sick and receive Communion in 
my room! And I cannot tell them how tired I am. 
Blessed be the Lord!”. 

True educator and a feisty principal

The educational goal of Mother Oliva 
was to promote the integral intellectual, 
moral and spiritual development of the 
students, and she managed to do so in an 
admirable way. 

The Special Holy Year of our Redemp-
tion in 1933 inspired her to promote, or-
ganize and lead a pilgrimage to Rome with 
the students and faculty of the Teachers' 
Training College. This occasion allowed 
her to achieve one of her goals, perhaps 
her major goal, and one she had certainly 
borne in her heart for quite some time; she 
wanted to entrust to the Church’s highest 
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authority, the Holy Father Pope Pius XI, 
her inspiration regarding the Daughters of 
the Church. In the letter that she gave to 
the Pope she added a significant expres-
sion: I hide myself behind the name of 
your most devoted daughter and “daugh-
ter of the Church”.

The years of cruel martyrdom 

Returning to Treviso Maria Oliva con-
tinued in her uninterrupted creative ac-
tivity, slowing down only when her illness 
required it. Her inspiration increasingly 
became a fire that “burns and yet was not  
consumed”; faith and hope gave her the 
boldness to “hope against all hope” like 
Abraham and made her ready to sacrifice 
her own “Isaac”, without however giving 
up the inspiration that God had given her. 
In 1934 she asked her Bishop and spiritual 
director, Mons. A.G. Longhin [now Bless-
ed], who seemed to be on the threshold of 
eternity: “Like Jacob asked of his father, Isaac, I 
humbly ask you to bless the idea of the Daughters 
of the Church”.

The first statute 

In August of the same year, while she 
was at the “Charitas Home” in Schio (Prov-
ince of Vicenza) to regain her energy 
to resume her teaching, she was able to 
sketch the outline for her inspiration. 
Maria Oliva hastily wrote her “33 Foglietti”: 
the original statute of the Daughters of 
the Church, interwoven with references 
to Sacred Scripture, the Liturgy and the 
Church’s magisterium. On 8 September, 
as she was returning to Treviso, she en-

On the 
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trusted it to Our Lady of Monte Berico 
(Province of Vicenza), asking for “a soul 
on fire” capable of translating it into life. 
While waiting for an evaluation by three 
professors from the seminary in Treviso – 
Mons. D’Alessi, Mons. Carraro and Mons. 
Scattolon – whom Bishop Longhin had 
asked to examine her work, she wrote to 
Father Scotti: “Who knows what new forms of 
anguish await me? I keep repeating my favourite 
ejaculation – Jesus! My Mother! – and I pre-
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pare myself in peace to suffer even more than I 
have in the past”. While the Superior Gen-
eral allowed Maria Oliva to look for suit-
able persons to realize her project, the 
Bishop asked her once again to “bury 
the seed”, and the religious authority 
agreed. This “seesawing” between per-
mission to act and injunction to silence, 
up to the point of having no contact, be-
came a true martyrdom for Maria Oliva, 
who in her trial intensified her hope. 
At Christmas of 1934 she wrote to her 
friend, Teresina Acoleo: “Let us trust with 
eyes closed, overcoming even our own mind, 
that is, hoping also against all hope. God will 
certainly give us either what we ask or even 
more than what we ask. We need to act like 
his Mother Mary did at Cana: not minding 
his apparent rejection, as she did not mind 
his apparent rejection and tell the angels: Do 
whatever she tells you.”

New difficulties and a glimpse of hope
Due to the Bishop’s deteriorating 

health, an Apostolic Administrator was ap-
pointed for the Diocese of Treviso, Mons. 
Agostini, Bishop of Padua, who, perhaps 
prejudiced against Bonaldo, made her life 
difficult and took away her spiritual direc-
tor, Fr Gioacchino Scattolon, whom the 
Bishop had appointed to support her in 
fulfilling her inspiration. The Canossian 
Sisters as a consequence imposed silence 
on Mother Maria Oliva once again. 

Upon the death of Bishop Longhin (26 
June 1936) the succession of Bishop Anto-
nio Mantiero opened a new spiral of hope 
when, in December, he visited Bonaldo in 
the infirmary. 
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During a second conversation in 1937, 
as her illness persisted, he put a very pre-
cise clause in the agreement: “Get better, 
and then we will speak about it.” 

As for her desire, Mother Oliva entrust-
ed it to her Foundress, Maddalena of Ca-
nossa and on 10 April 1937, the feastday 
of Venerable Maddalena, she was miracu-
lously healed. Filled with joy, the Provincial 
Superior, M. Walburga Ricchieri, accompa-
nied her by gondola to Cardinal Giovanni 
Adeodato Piazza, Patriarch of Venice, and 
entrusted her to his wise direction. Her re-
covery and her being put into the hands 
of Cardinal Piazza were a decisive develop-
ment. The Canossian Sisters, upon the re-
quest of the Patriarch, decided that Moth-
er Maria Oliva could experiment with her 
idea in Rome, under the direction of the 
General Council. 

30

Venice.
St. Mark’s 
Basilica. Our 
Lady Nicopeja,
that came to 
Venice from 
the East.

Giovanni 
Adeodato 
Piazza O.C.D., 
Patriarch of 
Venice and 
Mother Oliva’s 
spiritual director.



 

 
Mother Maria Oliva Bonaldo 31

Antonio Mantiero, 
Bishop of Treviso
in 1937.

Above:
Mother Antonietta 
Monzoni,
Servant of God, 
Superior General
of the Canossian 
Sisters 
(1932-1953).

Time for action

In January 1938, it was finally time to put 
her inspiration into action, and Maria 

Oliva, who although convinced that she was 
not the best instrument, accepted the task 
of personally founding the new Institute: 

“If only you knew how much this absolute 
abandonment is costing me now!” – she wrote to 
Sister M. Rosa – “Jesus has changed the water 
into wine and at times I almost wish that he 
would change the wine into water and things 
could be as they used to be. Hoping in God is 
easy; but hoping, with my weaknesses always be-
fore my eyes, I find difficult. They say, or rather 
the Holy Spirit says that ‘infirma mundi... ig-
nobilia mundi elegit Deus’ (1Cor 1:27, “God 
chose the foolish of the world to shame the 
wise, and God chose the weak of the world to 
shame the strong”.) but history proves that the 
chosen ones were always saints. Please pray, Sr. 
Maria Rosa, that everything does not collapse 
through my fault. It would be just, it would be 
natural. Anything to the contrary would be a 
great miracle”.

On 23 June, the vigil of the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart, Mother Oliva, joined by the 
first four young women attracted by her 
idea – Assunta Cengarle, Maria Maggesti, 
Gina Faganello and Odilla Mocellin – left 
together for Rome for the experiment they 
had been waiting for such a long time. The 
first four were quickly joined by Maria 
Marchioro, Maria Zolin, Irma Serena and 
Olga Gugelmo. In December, upon the 
advice of the Apostolic Visitor, Fr. Lazzaro 
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D’Arbonne, she left for Treviso where, on 
8 April 1939 she opened the first house of 
the Daughters of the Church. Its simplici-
ty and Franciscan poverty made Mother 
Oliva’s eyes shine brightly.

The beginning of the Institute  
amidst problems caused by 
the Second World War

The Second World War found Mother 
Oliva in the first years of her foundation. 
The year was 1940. Mother Oliva, 47 years 
old, was a mature woman, even though she 
was physically debilitated by her prolonged 
illness. She spared herself no effort and 
in 1942 we find her working hard in the 
consolidation of the first seven communi-
ties, in the formation of the inexperienced 
young Superiors and in the drafting of the 
Constitutions. The worsening of the war 
in Italy (1943-1945) made her dedication 
and courage shine even more brightly. Un-
able to move from the Veneto Region, she 
kept the reins in her hand and attentively 
studied to know the will of God for her 
religious family. Faith, hope and charity 
were her strength that allowed her to sus-
tain her daughters in distance, continually 
guiding them to overcome themselves for 
the salvation of others. 

The death of the “first-born”

At the peak of the war, on 11 April 1943, 
Olga Gugelmo died of acute meningitis; 
she had been the “soul on fire” that Moth-
er Oliva had asked for from Our Lady of 
Monte Berico. She was only 33 years old, 
and Mother Oliva had great trust in her, 
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and counted on handing over the direc-
tion of the activity to her. Her sorrow was 
great, but greater still was her acceptance 
of Jesus’ loving will. “Never have I experienced  
such sorrow”- she wrote to Father Scotti - 
“and I thank the Lord because I can truly help 
the Church. Certainly some kind of holocaust 
was needed for the work; the seal of the cross 
could not be missing”.

Diocesan approval 
of the Institute in Venice

Mother Maria Oliva continued her jour-
ney of unshakable faith, her commitment to 
the writing of the Constitutions, and took all 
the steps necessary to receive the diocesan 
approval. She was a Canossian Sister and 
would remain one to all effects until Cardi-
nal Piazza, welcoming the Institute into his 
diocese, asked Pius XII to grant her an indult 
to transfer to the Daughters of the Church.

On 2 August 1946 in Venice, in the 
Church of St. Maurice, Maria Oliva, re-
taining her baptismal name with the ad-
dition of the specific title “of the Mystical 
Body”, made her perpetual profession 
and was joined by 46 Sisters. The Vicar of 
the Canossian Sisters, present with a large 
group of her Sisters, entrusted her to her 
new family. Great was the joy of Mother 
Oliva who felt a strong bond of unity with 
the Institute from which only the explicit 
will of the Pope could have separated her. 
Bonaldo Maria Oliva of the Mystical Body was 
recognised as the Foundress of the Daugh-
ters of the Church and its first Superior 
General.
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Wise leader of the Institute 
for thirty years

Until diocesan approval, in order to 
have a “citizenship” and living space due 
to the rapid growth of the Institute and the 
situation caused by the war, Mother Oliva 
had to accept whatever was offered to them 
in the way of apostolate. In 1949 the de-
cisive change was made and she wrote to 
Fr. Gabriel ocd: “At the beginning our apos-
tolate, like a stream of water that seeks its course, 
wandered a little to the right and left, until it 
could take its present shape, which we hope is 
definitive. It consists in public Adoration and 
in the social apostolate…. The social apostolate 
develops around the Adoration and is first and 
foremost Eucharistic. We lead the poor and the 
children to Jesus. The former are drawn by the 
soup and clothing that we request for them from 
the rich; the children are attracted by the Gre-
gorian chant and ministry at the altar; the 
spread of the Word of the Church 
allows us to penetrate both envi-
ronments.”
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Already in that distant 1913 the sacred 
Host led her to intuit the ineffable secrets 
of the faith, the intrinsic bond between 
the Eucharist, the “Body of Christ” and the 
Church, the “Mystical Body of Christ” and 
to feel the urgent need to do something so 
that the hearts of her brothers and sisters 
would be open to the Love of Christ. In 1940 
she had written to Igino Giordani: “The need 
to tell, to write, to make every person happy of 
my happiness presses so hard within me that it 
hurts”: to make the Church known, loved 
and served is a deep demand of my heart.

Papal approval in Rome

The close of the year 1949 saw the papal 
approval (21 December) and Mother Oliva 
intensified the spiritual care of her daugh-
ters. The gift of “reading hearts” allowed 
her to feel their enthusiasm even from a 
distance, and to offer each of them the en-
couragement needed on their journey.

The Holy Year of 1950, in view of the 
proclamation of the dogma of Mary’s As-
sumption, filled her heart with joy and 
hope. Her insatiable thirst for contem-
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plative silence, which 
she sometimes had to 
sacrifice because of 
the many burdens of 
the beginning of the 
institute, gushed forth 
like living water for the 
life of the Daughters of 
the Church. “It is only 
by keeping silent for God 
that one can speak about 
God”– she wrote to the 
community – “love one 
another, be of one heart 
and one soul. May Mary 
unite you, may you be root-
ed in Jesus who is in her 
forever”.

Challenged by the urgent needs 
of the Church 

Mother Oliva always had her antenna 
up and she was instantly receptive to the 
concerns of the Church. Her immediate 
response to Pope Pius’ radio plea on 10 
February 1952 to reach out to “those who 
are distant” and without religious assist-
ance with a “mobile church” was some-
thing original. Two more mobile church-
es were provided by her in ten years time; 
they were sent out to the outskirts of Rome 
to draw people to Jesus.This was a church-
bus complete with altar, tabernacle, chairs 
that could be converted into kneelers, a 
confessional and even a bell and a cross 
on front that was visible to all. It was a new 
and brilliant idea that put to test the tal-
ents of the experts of the “Bianchi” coach 
company in Varese.

38

Maria Oliva, 
with Pius XII
expressing her 
gratitude after 
her transfer from 
the Canossian 
Sisters 
to the 
newly-erected 
Congregation 
of the Daughters 
of the Church.
(Photo of 23 
March 1947).



 
Mother Maria Oliva Bonaldo 39

Missionary in the suburbs 
She herself became a missionary. Sis-

ter Gina recalled how: “One time near 
Easter we discovered that a poor woman 
was living under the Felice aqueduct in a 
hole that was like a den, and she hardly 
moved from  there. Mother Maria Oliva 
approached her with the charity that was 
her unique style and convinced her  to 
leave her home on Easter Sunday to attend 
the Mass celebrated in “mobile Church”. 
She took care of everything. On Holy 
Thursday the “church” arrived with a con-
tainer of hot water and everything that was 
needed. Mother washed not only the feet 
of that poor woman, but her whole body, 
and dressed her up so that she looked ele-
gant. Her meagre home was cleaned and 
stocked. She received Jesus in the Eucha-
rist and looked radiant.”

The first overseas mission

On 28 December 
1960 at the port of 
Naples Mother Oli-
va bade farewell to 
the first three mis-
sionaries: Assunta 
Cengarle, Adele 
Bellotto and Gio-
vannina Cagliani, 
when they set sail 
for Bolivia. They 
were very young 
and faced a long sea 
voyage, and Mother 
followed their jour-
ney with trepidation 
but great faith, con-

The first 
missionaries
leave 
Naples 
(28 December 
1960).
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vinced of the tender love and care of the 
heavenly Father. She invited all the Sisters 
to entrust them to the angels and to the 
“Star of the Sea”, while she herself “went 
before them”, sending letters and notes of 
encouragement from port to port. 

Colombia, Brazil, Argentina and, in 
the 1970’s India, would be her next goals. 
Her missionary zeal reached out and bore 
rich harvest: “I continue to receive letters from 
Sisters who ask to go to the missions. Hooray! 
Respond with generosity to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit leaving yourselves, ‘your fa-
ther’s house’, your mother’s house, to follow Je-
sus ‘Quocumque ierit (Literally,"wherever he 
goes", a reference to Rev 14:4.)’”.

Maria Oliva had wings on her feet. In 
her circular letter of 29 September 1963 
she summarized her travels between July 
and September: “Rome, Trent, Milan, Sac-
romonte, Genoa, Lourdes, Irun, Belorado, 
Burgos, Madrid, Fatima, Lourdes, Sanremo, 
Pietra Ligure, Genoa, Pisa, Rome, Ischia, Na-
ples (for the departure of four missionaries), 
Salerno, Rossano, Siracusa, Noto, Nicotera, 
Gioia, Salerno, and Rome. Tomorrow, God 
willing, I will be up North again (in Trent) for 
the gathering of the Older Aspirants. So much 
effort and energy for these future hopes! May 
they not be spoiled by worldly cares. These dear 
aspirants could resist worldly allures, yearn-
ing for the supernatural that must permeate 
everything. How? With charity! ‘Love and do 
whatever you want’, says St. Augustine, be-
cause charity does everything well, gives the 
scent of the supernatural to everything. Let us 
love Jesus, let us love one another in Jesus and 
love Jesus in everyone. This is enough, nothing 
else is needed to sanctify ourselves and sanctify 
others.”
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The Second Vatican Council found Bon-
aldo ready to carry out its projects: she 

became involved and involved others in a 
commitment to study, prayer and penance. 
She promoted it among her daughters 
and, through them, reached “the man on 
the street” through the publication of the 
documents in a series called: “La grande 
ora della Chiesa e del mondo” (A great mo-
ment for the Church and the World). In 
1963 and 64 she published two magazines: 
Ecclesia Mater and Mater Ecclesiae (“The 
Church our Mother” and “Mother of the 
Church”), to help people know and love 
the Church and Mary in the spirit of the 
council. From 1965 on she set to prepar-
ing a commentary on the documents pro-

Ecclesia Mater 
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duced by the Council for her daughters. 
She provided to the families copies of the 
New Testament in three volumes in light-

weight paper, including in the 
three volumes the Gospels, the 
Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles 
and the Apocalypse, with the 
translation and commentary by 
the noted Biblical scholar, Pietro 
Rossano. She herself explained 
the initiative, writing that “Just 
as for the Word made flesh and the 

Word made bread we prepare taber-
nacles of gold, I wanted to prepare 
a fitting edition for the Word made 
Word. She promised: “If the Lord 
leaves me in this exile for a while, 

I hope to also provide the Old 
Testament. Once I have given 
you the Monstrance and the 
Book of Revelation, I can die 
happy... You will not be lack-
ing anything to find God if 
you do not fail to look for him”.
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Interpreting the charism 
with new fervour 

In 1968-1969 she devoted all her energy 
to the preparation and celebration of the 
Extraordinary Chapter requested by the 
Vatican Council and offered the Chapter 
delegates the basic guidelines of the charism, 
interpreted anew in the light of the Council 
itself: “Our renewal involves first and foremost a 
continual return to: a) our supreme rule (Perfectae 
Caritatis 2a) which is to love Jesus and love every-
one in Him (PC 5); b) our primitive spirit (PC 2b) 
that is to live as sisters in a family united in Christ 
(Ecclesiae Sanctae II, 25); c) the mission of the con-
gregation (PC 2b) which is to glorify God our Father 
and the Mother of God and our Mother by living for 
Jesus, with Jesus, in Jesus and for the Church, in the 
Church and fulfilling for the Church, the Mystical 
Body of Jesus, what is lacking in his Passion”.

…in order to rediscover the 
special mission in the Church

From the General Chapter she obtained 
the consensus to convoke a two-month renew-
al programme for all the Sisters with perpetu-
al vows, with the objective of partaking in the 
spirit of the council. She herself explained 
it to the community: “In 1971 from March to 
October, we will all gather by groups, including 
the Sisters in the foreign missions, to rediscover our 
particular mission in the Church: ‘fervent in ac-
tion and devoted in contemplation’, but in such a 
way that the action is ordered and subordinated to 
contemplation”. The heart attack that she suf-
fered at the beginning of 1971 did not lessen 
her vitality or prevent her fulfilling her plan, 
although her already frail health was further 
weakened. 

Mother Oliva
in the apostolate 
of the 
“mobile churches”.
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The special Chapter, which was held in 
two sessions (November 1968 and No-

vember 1969) at Vicenza beneath the gaze 
of Our Lady of Monte Berico, entrusted 
to a Commission headed by Mother Maria 
Oliva the drafting of the new “Code of Life” 
to be submitted to the next regular General 
Chapter (1974) which would then mark the 
conclusion of it. This Chapter re-elected 
Mother Oliva as Superior General for a 
three-year-term; she had already celebrated 
her 81st birthday. Receiving the mandate 
to complete the drafting of the renewed 
Constitutions, she dedicated herself to the 
task with all the energy left in her, despite 
further minor heart attacks and other ill-
nesses. She felt compelled to explain clearly 
the primacy of love for Jesus, the source of 
all freedom and every good, and point out 
the path to her daughters. 

“When I talk with you I am resurrected” 
At the age of 83, with this desire in her 

heart, she was willing to challenge the young 
Sisters. She felt impelled to remind them of 
their responsibility. “The Founders brought 
new lifeblood to the Church”, Paul VI had 
said, and later on she would add: “And now 
you are the founders. The future of our Institute 
depends on you. It depends first of all on Jesus, 
but Jesus needs your collaboration and therefore 
it depends on you, dear young Sisters, because 
you have more energy, you have creativity, you 
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Lourdes.
Mother Oliva 
in the last years 
of her life.



The Servant of 
God, Mother 
Oliva, surrounded 
by the young 
Sisters (1976).
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have initiative, you are willing to forge ahead. 
We older ones…. Me, really old, all I have youth-
ful about me is the dream that Jesus gave me, to 
give him a family that is all his own, enamoured 
of him and his heart, with total confidence in 
him and his mother, totally led to love the heav-
enly Father and to be guided by the Spirit of Jesus 
and of the Father to help the Church in the most 
difficult field, the spiritual one; giving material 
help, which seems more taxing, is not the most 
difficult”. 

With these and similar expressions 
Mother Oliva, in 1976, the day before she 
died, expressed her unconditional trust in 
the youth and her joy at the idea of retiring 
to the “little monastery” in Fatima at the 
end of her last term of office, for which 
Paul VI had granted her permission. 

Trusting in youth is both a risk and a 
prophecy, it is the challenge of every age. 
Mother Maria Oliva trusted in them like 
John Paul II, liked to call them “sentinels 
of the dawn”.

Return to the Father 
On 7 July 1976, at the end of the retreat 

for the junior sisters, she suffered a stroke 
that led to her death after four days of total 
silence (10 July). The special intuition that 
had compelled her interiorly to assemble the 
young Sisters to entrust her last will to them 
had also guided her pen when she wrote her 
last circular letter, for Corpus Christi 1976: 

“Do all you can, and as best you can: I shall 
be among you recalling that procession that led 
me to overcome my desire for human respect, that 
urged me to conversion, and which gained for 
me the ineffable inspiration that the holy Church 
approved, approving the humble work that grew 

Fatima.
“Stella 
Matutina”.
The little 
“monastery” 
where Mother 
Oliva 
dreamt of retiring.



Maria Oliva 
at Lourdes 
while writing 
for the Institute.
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from it. ‘From the Eucharistic Body to the Mysti-
cal Body’ has been our programme since that 
time: from the glorious victim on the altar - to 
whom we surrender our body and soul, so that 
he may prolong in us His salvific passion, - to 
the Church, His Mystical Body, for the salva-
tion of all its members, to the whole of human-
ity for its salvation, so that all may be saved. 
Therefore, be contemplatives, always united 
to Him, and apostles, always open to every- 
one. I like to think of Jesus in the monstrance as 
if He is in a continual Elevation, and an eleva-
tion on the cross, and I think of his memorable 
words: ‘And when I am lifted up from the earth, 
I will draw everyone to myself (Jn 12:32)’. Let 
us allow ourselves to be drawn, and let us repeat 
with the bride of the Song of Songs: ‘Trahe nos, 
post te curremus ... (“Draw me! - We will follow 
you eagerly!” Song of Solomon 1:4)’. Yes! Yes! 
Let us seek to draw to Him as many hearts as 
possible and let us run, let us run…! May 
the most tender mother Mary draw us all to 
Him, into His most tender heart, and with 

Him and Her into the 
glorious and ever peace-
ful Trinity”.

Your most loving Mother

Mother Maria Oli-
va was buried in the 
tomb of the Canossian 
Sisters in Campo Ver-
ano Cemetery, Rome. 
In 1978 her body was 
shifted to the tomb 
built in her own cell 
at the Generalate in 
Viale Vaticano, adja-
cent to the Chapel. 
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It is from here for more than 25 years she 
guided the Congregation, totally trusting 
in Divine Providence and in Mary, Mother 
of the Church, drawing strength from the 
Eucharist.

- June 1983: the Chapter delegates 
unanimously asks to promote the Cause of 
her Canonization.

- Opening of the Process: 17 June 1987 
in Rome, 24 October, in Treviso.

- 4 November 2010: the Positio is deposi-
ted with the Congregation for the Causes 
of the Saints.

Prayer 
for the Beatification
of Mother Maria Oliva

Lord Jesus, who glorifies the humble, 
graciously hear our prayer 
asking for a favour through the intercession
of your Servant Maria Oliva of the Mystical Body.
If it is in your plan, help us experience
the power of her intercession.
We ask this through the merits of Mary, 
Mother of the Church. 
                Amen.

One of the 25 
monstrances 
Mother Oliva 
gave to the 
communities
as a sign of unity 
at the close of the 
25th anniversary 
of the founding 
of the 
Congregation 
of the Daughters 
of the Church.
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