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" In these days you have sent your {i
foundress to Heaven.

And we certainly pray for her |

eternal rest .

and for you who are her heredity |

with the same assistance of this
privileged creature ‘ .

that you may always live and prosper m
that the Lord had inspired with much love |
For the Church and for the religious life.

May you all be blessed”.

The words of the Holy Father Paul VI
to the Daughters of the Church
during the General Audience of 21% July 1976.




This booklet is an outcome of the events that has so profoundly
touched all of us, from the evident prophetic sense that had
permeated our Mother, and that has been directed to the
juniors in the last course of annual retreat, guided and followed
by our mother and it is collected and written here.
It looks like that these words emerged with a special freshness,
with the orientation towards the explanations of the formula of
our religious protession. In reality it was guided by a unique
anxiety and certainly inspired by the Holy Spirit. She wanted to
entrust to.us the responsibility of our Congregation and of the
Church, with a clear picture of the will of God about the
existence of the Congregation as the Lord had inspired her.
This premise seems to give us a synthesized picture of our
identity and not to leave us in any doubt. Regarding our
identity.  All those who lived with her are the co-foundresses.
And this responsibility necessitates the fidelity to the divine
design and therefore comprehension, these are the elements that
ar¢ emerging continuously from these lessons.
We have collected all that the mother told, even the minute
things that to somebody may seem very mean., but with the
force and insistence by which the mother told (can listen to the
recordings) evidences the essentials of these elements also as a
means to realize in fullness our spirit.
We are confused of what the mother has told of us juniors, but
we could not leave aside, not because we are so as the mother
saw us in her infinite and maternal mercy, but because it is her
expectation, not by chance manifested in that moment, it has to
question us, if we want to be authentic daughters as she
dreamed. Above all because we feel that what is left to us in this
course 1s a testament for all.
She had the juniors in front of her, but she was addressing to .all
those who feel young. It is the youthfulness of the spirit that
counts. All of us can and must become or re-become young in
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the spirit. The renewal could be the expression of youthfulness
and a means to return to be young( The hurry that we had to
leave for the 50 days of apostolate has certainly caused limits
and deficiencies. Excuse us.

(It is to be remembered that the Ven. Mother was following the
retreat preached by Fr. Efrem, and therefore the aspects
developed well by the preacher was left out by her, ot étressed
or clarified. Unless one keeps in mind this, the work will seem
incomplete. )




LESSON 1: Greetings of the Rev. Mother Maria
Oliva M.C. to the Juniors , Who are gathered in Rome

for the Annual Retreat (recorded)
Registered in S Maria in a brief, improvised interval among

25.6.76. thousands of pre-occupations and Responsibilities.

38 Years , dear ones, who would have thought of 38 years ago
that a group of youth could be united here at the periphery of
Rome in a house dedicated to the S. heart of Jesus.
Still T remember the impression of that 1" feast of the S. Heart. I
was tranquil in obedience of the Church and 1 was not thinking
of the future: ready to work to found a congregation that which
could have the life of a flower as the life of an oak tree. What
could be the life of the Congregation? It depends on you.
Depends first of all on Jesus, but Jesus wants Our collaboration.
Therefore it depends also on you, above all from you, dear
youth, because you have the fresh energy, you have creative
force, you have the initiatives, you have the push in ahead. We
old ones... 1 have only the freshness of the dream that the Lord
has given me.
The Lord has granted me to give Him a family that is fully His,
fallen in love with him, and His heart, fully trusting in His
mother, fully dedicated to the love of the Heavenly Father,
allowing themselves to be guided by the spirit of Jesus and of
the Father, to help the Church and to help especially in the more
difficult field that is the spiritual because the material help
though it seems to be more difficult it is not the most difficult

one.

To remain, kneeling down in-front of Jesus in prayer, and the
pope insistently asks the prayer- it costs much more th;n to run
to do a work _of charity. We need also this, we understand this
and we are doing certain works for the extreme necessity but the
work of our work is prayer because Jesus has bound everythin

to Ihe‘prayer. And He has obtained everything by prayer, ie; thg
salvation of the world with the apostolate , but w:ith, thz

apostolate that is suffering, with
: , the apostolate that fini
the Cross. This is our spirit. .

We need the apostolate: we need the works of charitv. we need
to help the Church in this field, especially we need to hel ™
Church with the prayer and suffering. Tt is a splendid trinofniaﬁ
pray;]:lr, apostolat'e (pastoral collaboration, animation sa)./
anything as you like, but always it is mission apostolatc’) and
the suﬁ'ermg. We need all these three ’ but the
predominant proportion must be “prayer”. , &=

The prayer should be the_ first also because the suffering without
prger_. is not‘countec.i_ It is the suffering of the desperate, it is the
suttering of the dissatisfied. We need prayer that} renders
acceptance to the Lord, which gi

4 gives acceptance t
work of our hands, the fatigue of e\,rel'\ardayl.3 6 fie e

We ne i i
il t;ﬁ;be prayer and this prayer is represented especially
i an(;tur,sg,lcatl lprayer; Holy mass with the relative Divine
mental prayer. Prayer, vocal

ce ) iyer, prayer, rosa
zedlyano_n, contemplation, adoration... call it as you like Tryo
anl:ila;l:gh .llczsusi as He does in heaven and as he did on éarth

S0 during the period of his apostolate: i
Hae _ 1S apostolate; the nights man
pl;g;:r 23 ﬁgsse(i[ fm pr}ayer and with this prayer at Getsemene hZ
imselt to the crucifixion , because wi

pre . p without the pra
It i3 not possible to suffer well and none the less to work will -




We are commissioned with great events on us: it is necessary to
know, to face them with the extraordinary force; we need a lot
of prayers and the help of the lord. Let us remain alone with
Jesus, as a spouse desires to be alone with her bride. If you love
him, give this proof.

Unfortunately the silence has gone down, out of fashion, but we
will renew this important point in our life, we will renew
courageously, T need these kind of fervent youth and T have
them already.

These are the persons who make the Congregation grow, not the
chatterboxes, but the silent ones, because the silent ones are
those who speak a lot with the Lord, the chatterboxes are those

v\{ho speak a lot with men. Here there is a difference - a great
difference.

The highest v.ocation i1s that of prayer and to know how to suffer
not the suffering but to know to suffer to save the souls.

1 bl(?ss you and 1 like to see you all beautiful, splendid, healthy,
luminous, happy to be all of Jesus. 1 cannot think that there is
any among you that has not this desire. May Our Lady form you
in this way, May Jesus be formed in you.

L.D.M. (Laus Deo et Marie)

kEk¥ *k¥¥ kkEkk

LESSON2 Introductory lesson. Begins to explain
the formula of the vows. Stressed and stopped on “ I make

kb

VOW .
28.6.76

First of all I make a confidence to you. Before listening
the preacher, I expressed a desire to the Lord, ie ; I said, we are
living in a moment so important, great and splendid at the samie
time. Splendid, because when the moments are so great, the
Holy Spirit entertains to intervene. The sacred scriptures gives
us the testimony: on the earth dark and obscure the spirit
hovers over the water. In the confusion of the tower of Babel
the sudden intervention of the lord in the vocation of Abraham ,
as in the end of the world the vocation of little Moses. Jesus ,
the Spirit of the Lord, intervenes, therefore we should not have
the distrust , because when we see the things are going wrong,
then it is going better. Be sure the H. Spirit intervenes. This is a
great source of peace.

Mother Theresa of Calcutta could have the great
preoccupations among the mohammadians, that they did not
give the mass to the priests etc: But she said this simple phrase:
“ ] have not any preoccupation, if the work is of the Lord , He
will think of .

We should be in this same situation, in the same state of
courage, of peace; the Lord will surely intervene because there
is a kind of revolution in the social field. We can put obstacles,
that is true and therefore I have asked the lord a grace: Lord, in
front of me, in this course of retreat , here there is the hope of
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our congregation. You are the hope, we are declining. My life is
attached to a thread, many are old and declining, - you are the
hope of the congregation and therefore of the Church: But I
said: Lord, it would be enough that among these, to have an
Olga, a Magdalene and a Mary of Divine LOV‘C. Give: me th%s
grace, raise an Olga, a Magdalene a Maly of D.L from t}ns
group. They will lead the congregation like Abrfclham, ll.ke
Moses. a Maria like the blessed virgin, a St. Joseph, if you wish
also a Jesus hidden, still better.

We are already Jesus when we received the Lord, in that
moment we are Jesus, it is no more 1 who live , but you who
live in me”. This is the faith. If we could translate in the life
and in the works the power and the strength of love that we
receive in the communion, we would transform the world. But
potentially we have in us already nothing less th'fm the
omnipotence of God within us, because we have the Trinity. Do
you think it is something silly or little? When 1 heard the
preacher to quote exactly, Abraham, Moses, Our Lady - and
has not spoken of Jesus because this is understood , this is the —
sequela Christi- (following Jesus) , we follow Jesus- it seemed
to me like a response of the Lord, and so the certainty that
among you there will be a Olga, a Magdalene in power
(possibility) at least, if not suddenly in action, a Maria of D.L,
and also a humble Maria of G.C, a humble Angelina, a humble
Wilma etc: , Our first sisters had only one rule, they didn’t have
neither the first constitution nor the big volume of decree, they
had a small rule of ¥ a line “love, and do what you want”. We
went ahead for 8 years with only “ love”. But in that “ love”
there was condensed the entire vocation, our spirit , because you
know that for me the vocation, the call  is the gift of giving
ourselves totally to Him and in him to all our brothers and
sisters.

“The gift to be given”: we would not be able to give ourselves if
the Lord had not given to us this gift, and I have a proof in the
autobiography, that the sisters have written about their vocation
during the two months course.

Through these narration we can understand well that in a
beautiful moment of the life of each of these daughters of the
church, their eyes had been open, they have discovered
something; somebody in a sudden moment, others in an explicit
way, others in an experimental form has understood that it is
the Lord who calls and not we. It is a gift , a particular gift, a
gift that gives us strength to give ourselves totally to Him at
least in that moment.

All of us have done it wholeheartedly on the day of our
profession. The profession has this richness in itself. After that
we are like those fragile cane shaken by the wind bending here
and there, at times reduced like that famous cane of which the
gospel speaks which should not be broken, but almost breaking,
because of the weakness that pushes us ahead. We are that
wick that was so graceful and splendid, and then begins to
smoke. At times we are burning sparkles, but the human nature
is made like this . We should be able to understand this |,
reminding each other in our common life and also reminding
ourselves. I could be Olga, Magdalene a Maria of G.C, instead,
I am a poor miserable who always make a step backward. We
do one step ahead and three steps backward. Don’t be
frightened because the one who has called us will give us the
strength to go ahead.

The three theological virtues are united in such a way that if
there is faith there is trust and if there is hope there is certainly
love.

In these days I thought of doing an analysis on the formula of
our religious profession, I thought of following this line,
because this annual profession and all the more the perpetual
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profession may be done with a major conscience. There is a
historical process also for our profession formula; that of the
decree, as soon as the Chapter was over we noticed that it was
not complete, and we asked the holy See- it was a great work
that of the Chapter, had been a heavy work and something
missed exactly in that formula that has an extraordinary
importance in-front of God and of the Church. Therefore as
soon as we noticed it we remade the formula and re-presented it
to the Church. We like to express our total gift, exclusive gift of
ourselves to God with the strength that God Himself has given
us, in giving this gift, therefore the entire formula must express
that ¢ love’ “ love and do what you want”, that “love” and
enough.
The formula says: “1... in-front of the Church, into your
hands, mother, make vow to God...” '
What strikes me is:- make vow to God, I felt that it is little
faint, by missing Our Lady, misses something. We were saying
with the old formula “ make vow God and to the Virgin”, I
suffered, but then I wanted to go deeper. We have adopted that
formula of make vow to God and to the Virgin because the
Carmelites had it in their formula. We had gone to see how they
had renewed it after the Council of Vat.11, they too had
removed “make vow to the Virgin”, because theologically it is
not correct to say make vow to Our Lady . The vow, ie; the total
gift of one self in the form of vow, virtue of religion, is made
only to God, cannot be made to a creature. With the help of that
creature, through that creature yes, but the vow is made to God.
It is He who has given us Our Lady and the saints and the
Church. Even we cannot say “I make vow to the Church”, it is
true that as Jesus is the head of the Church, God is there in the
Church, but there are also the creatures and the vows are not
done to the creatures, but to God. The healthy theology says this

to you.. We had to remove the Our Lady; but we have kept her
11

Just after, we could not remain without her. I i :
e . I remain es
on this point. Make vow to God. ity

It seemed to me very mea . .
: n, poor and instea ;
richness. P d it has a hidden

Who is God? God is love. Tt is the definition of St. John God is
Lgve. The proof is this, that from the chaos, from darkﬁess He
Prmgs good, the Lord brings good out of bad. Therefore it is
infinite love, omnipotent, that can do all that he wants. When T -
say I make vow to God , is the same as | say , I make véw to the
love. Do you understand how rich this phr:;se becomes. 1 give
myself to the love . Certainly this love has given me the s.trer% h
to say this word, otherwise T could not say this. =
Yesterday I was in a hospital and while waiting T was looking
at.thc gents and ladies and they were looking at me. It came rg
mind tl.lat, once, when I was still in the world after m
conversion an official told me, I was already taken b3; the fact }1:'
d}scovermg the love of God- because this is the egt
d13c30very— he said to me Miss, ... may be I did not res ongr
again Miss, he said, you look at an another world.” It \.Eas t’ .
grli, tI;]c;;d maﬁjes go discover another world and makeus to Iiv:;,u i?;
1€r world, because to give to love mea i i
tI?aF 18 tota_JIy superior, for nothing it is CI;TI::Z %]: ee:r?a? ]:'56
divine, Trinitarian, that which we accost withp Ba ':_T :
Sacramgntally, at that time we don’t have the conscience Bp ISI'T;'
we 'cultlvaFe slowly the prayer, if we live of liturgy and of thgtSl
Scripture, if we grow in this we will discover the profoundity '

To give ourselves to love mean i
hope that gives assurance to the etema? Ii(;‘f“’;': C’g‘;:/ielt‘;ei N
assures us that the death will be like the removal of a tooth ?TP;)C’
tooth is removed and wasted and then nobody thinks of it. The
Church wants that we think, believe in the resurrection c;f the
body, but for the time being we remain there. The body is takerel3
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instead of a teeth and is kept under the earth to be rotten, that’s
all. The soul then has the surety of the eternal life. I believe in
the everlasting life, in the resurrection of the body. Do you
know what it means. what it means to a poor, I should die and
after there is nothing! the temptation that St. Therese of Child
Jesus, had she herself, to eat at the meal of the sinners, to prove
the temptation of the sinners, she had proved this- the
temptation of nothingness ie: to think that nothing is there
afterwards, she says that it had been terrible.. Later coming
back to her faith, she says, how powerful it had been, it makes
you to see this world through and experience that God 1s love,
and you too entered and you are here in the Congregation may
be the smallest , almost unnoticed, but you have made faith
experience, if not you would not have been able to stay here not
even a moment, I tell you. It is true that who loses this gift
escapes from the convent because it is a gift and the gift can be
lost.

Your way of being joyful is logic because you are young, but
when you find this expressions of joy in the elder sisters who
have sustained all the burden and the fatigue of their religious
life especially of the beginning, their joy could not be there if
they did not have this love.

When you say that I make vow to God, that “God’ think
of Him who is in me, but still more beautiful to say , He who is
Love, and be sure that if you arrive to make this vow, means
that this love has given you the strength. It is not important if
you don’t feel anything; if you are able to feel something
,blessed are you. Then, I wait for this Olga, Magdalene, Maria
of D.L., who had the experience of Love, and they had to
embrace the suffering. The proof that one had the experience
of love is her ability to embrace the pain ( suffering) not only
with the acceptance of all the Christians, but with a sense of
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gratitude to the lord who makes us to participate in his passion
The proof that one has the experience of God is when she
accepts courageously the physical, spiritual and psychological
pain. _

The Pope says: “ The religious life is difficult, it should have an
austere aspect, ascetic means of ascends, of progressiveness, of
dynamism. The founders have brought out a new blood to the
Church”. Now you are the founders, until the founder lives all
those who lived together with her participates in the charism of
foundation.. all.

Go ahead, be clever foundresses, let us go, youngsters, you have
the energy, you are the foundresses. It is needed to bring a new
blood with vigour, and regour, courage, if we have love
everything is possible, if we marry the love, love is omnipotent,
this is very much possible, everything is possible to God, the
angel sad to Mary. It is needed to be always close to all the
human problems, but we should not be introduced to the
facilities of this world. We should be in touch with all the
human problems, it is true, therefore the culture, the approach
and the view in certain structures, but not to be introduced to the
facilities of this world, but should keep always the vigour and
regour, austerity and the ascetic aspect.

* k% kK YT T
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Lesson 3: Brief exposition on the gift of vocation;
explanation of the formula of the vows: “Before the
Church”. Role of the three families and of the personal
pledge in the vocational formation

27.6.76:

I briefly summarize that the vocation is a call of God, rich in all
that we should respond, because God is love. It is not only a
call, but a call with a beautiful supply (giving) of, so that we can
respond . The Lord has given this supply through the family
from where we came. The second family is the Parish and the
third is the religious community. Tf there are deficiencies in
these three families it is difficult to respond, because the supply
is not sufficient or the lord has not called or there are doubits.
When there are the doubts the responsibility falls on those who
has to receive, for this , the Church has established a delegate to
study the vocation of those who wants to be admitted to the
vows. Now there is no more this delegate of the Church,
therefore the responsibility falls on the General Council and for
the perpetual vows on the mother General. Tremendous
responsibility , to admit to the vows, it is necessary to hear what
the mistress, the superior, the community, the spiritual director
says, it is necessary to see whether the person has concretely
responded to the call.

How to respond? With the observances of the rule . If one
during the juniorate observes her Constitutions, the decrees as

much as she can and makes her effort , then it means that she is
15

called at least with the external facts. The call is not always so
clear and explicit, the Lord calls in many ways, in miraculous
forms, in experiential forms, but it is very rare.. But it is the
response that makes us to understand that whether there is the
call and to give this response one should have a certain security
not only of what the daughter does concretely but also to see
what type of formation she had in the family and in the religious
life, whether it is her fault that she has arrived  the vows

without a complete formation and the necessary maturity. '

If somebody does not feel to be a religious tell me, that I will
help you immediately because we desire only the souls who are
called by the lord, and at least those who arrive at the perpetual
vows should have this grade of surety, and their spiritual
directors who know them well with whom she is open herself,
and at the community and the superiors must be able to say that
she has vocation. If there is not this surety one should not be
admitted to the vows. To all those who come to me I ask Do
you love Jesus. Jesus alone is enough for you? With the first
sisters I was asking this same question. If thete is love there is
everything, Love and do what you want. If there is love of Jesus
only, and this only (solo) means everything. That is the love of
Jesus with the heavenly Father , his heavenly mother, his dear
St. Joseph with the angels surrounded, with the Church by
which he is the centre, that is the centre of the universe, if Jesus
is enough that is the vocation, and if this “Jesus is enough for
me” corresponds the fact that is , L take a daughter whom I need
tomorrow to send her to another house , tomorrow change the
superior, certainly will suffer, but the cross is already to desire
Jesus with his cross.... | If you can say to yourselves in this
situation Jesus is enough for me, only Jesus, you have certainly
the vocation. Eg; one started to study, but if her help is needed
in another house and is she is made to discontinue her studies
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and if she makes it a drama, Jesus is not enough for her, she has
no vocation. If Jesus alone is enough for you, study when the
obedience makes you to study and discontinue the studies
when the obedience asks you to discontinue. If you don’t have
this disponibility you can go out of the Congregation.

Continuing the explanation of the formula of the vows, it says:
“ ... Make vow .. before the Church “ Now it is for all the
congregations but T have noticed one thing that made me
excited when T passed from the Cnosian Institute and when 1
did the vows in the daughters of the Church, because in the
Canosian institute and in many other institutes the vows are
made privately, not during the liturgy, while now the Church
has inserted the vows in the eucharistic liturgy, in the offertory,
between the liturgy of the word and the liturgy of the Eucharist ,
like in the matrimony it is inserted in the Holy mass. The vow
is not a sacrament , but above the sacrament: it is the heavenly
life on earth. In heaven there will not be the sacraments, but
there will be the religious life that is the life of full dedication,
totally to the lord.

“ Before the Church...” this before the Church, for the D.C.
needs to acquire a particular value. By doing a small history of
the servant of God mons. Scotti, it happened to me to get a text
in my hands which says:” It is a work really blessed by the
Lord, your small work.” I like very much the appellative
Daughters of the Church, which shows the essential relationship
between the consecrated souls to Christ and their Mother. What
love is more pure, more strong, more tender than the love
between the mother and daughter between the daughter and the
mother? For the same must be the love of the new Daughters
for the Church their mother”.
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Therefore, that “ before the Church” in my opinion said by all
the religious, for us has a particular significance: before our
mother with Jesus forms all one. See whether your love for the
Church, has got this characteristic , think of the pope ; for the
pope do you have this affection? For the poorest that Jesus had
a special concern, for your bishops, for our communities, for
our laity, have you this pure , strong, tender love?

Have you this pure affection that is extended to all? Have you ~
this for the persons who frequent you house, have you this
towards you superiors?

Today with the varieties of courses of Catechetical,
Liturgical preparations runs the risk of leveling , to loose the
proper identity, while the spirit of the council is that each
Congregation may find out the proper identity. The difficulty
emerges from the fact that for eg: in the houses of the mission
emerges the extraordinary necessities like active apostolate and
the good bishops . entrusts to the help of the sisters and it is
there, then, there is not the version of having the adoration, let
us not speak of the difficulty of the diffusion ( propaganda) of
the words of the Church.

Then , to what reduces our work? To the parish apostolate
only? No, we loose our identity, and here we should be severe,
this depends on us, not to you, but I tell you to make you
understand what importance has the identity of the proper
Congregation, and to love the proper congregation , to love the
spirit. Fortunately our spirit is very open, we should love the
Church, hence we have a spirit more open , and large , all say
it, much of great novelty, of new things, I would not know
exactly where to find, in the corporal field, yes, because we
don’t have the works of corporal mercy ( active works), but
something we have also done: we are open to the poor , old
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ones with the only pension, we receive few of tht?m , our
parents who are in need, the needy priests of the diocese of
Udine as the poor and also those few who can pay but these are
with exception, it is not our identity. .

Our identity is : The Public Adoration of the Blessed
Qacrament, The Pastoral collaboration of the Church, The
propaganda of the Church; Our prop;}gapda maklef part of
our identity. If one house does not do this , it Ioose_s it’s proper
identity, we shall reduce it to the minimum_ x‘vhen there are other
things to do, when there are other necessities , b!.ﬁ we have to
do it. Also in the missions we should try to do this. At present
we have a cloistered house, we need a particular rule for them,
to be D.C recognized, we need a particular rule for them
because our rule is not enough for them as certain points they
cannot follow .These things are to be studied and considered

better.

Remember then, that this vows are made to the infinite
love, the love which has attained with his vocation ,and that has
given us the richness. In baptism the seed has been put i.n our
nature, suppose that this produces roses , the nature of christian
life also will be roses, for this it is necessary that the seed
produce it’s flowers, otherwise the Christian life is not life.At a
certain moment, the Lord makes a grafting on the trunk of the
rose, it is the religious vocation. What is the grafting (
insei‘tion), The rose is called to make a rose of a different
colour, more beautiful, makes this grafting and at the same time
puts inside something different so that it may produce a
different rose. Behold, the vocation, the call with the preceding
necessity so that it can reach the end, ie: to respond concretely.

Returning to the necessity of a formation in the tamily,
parish, and religious community level so that there be a
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vocation, we have to say ( precise) that it is difficult if this
formation lacks, but it is not impossible because the Lord at
times creates a small crown of necessary grace so that bloom
the vocation also where it seems lacking all the necessary
premises. '

We also need to believe in the providence that
intervenes, nothing is impossible to God. Therefore nobody
should loose the courage, if there lacks the formation from the
part of the family, of the environment, of parish, T would also
like to say also of the religious community, because the Lord
can do miracle also there.

Certainly it is a miracle, an exception that blunt a beautiful,
flourishing vocation in a weak (fading) community, that lives
naturalistic life, it is difficult, difficult, but possible. St. Theresa
for example lived in a community in which there were strange
friendship, they did not like each other..., still it is important
that we as persons respond with all our heart.

I Have kept all of you under the mantle of Our Lady of Monte
Berico, that She should guard you, you have a mission in the
Church of this moment, we need heroism, this is the moment in
which we need the zealous souls. You have the mission to show
to the world with your smile, not with the words, even not with
your instructions, also with that but especially with your joy- to
tell the world that God is the one who is within you , with us
always , but above all is Love. When you do this preaching you
do the most beautiful preaching of this world! Oh, how I make
assignation (allotment) I on your joy!

Courage, my dears, let us love Jesus and by loving Jesus we
have done everything and His mother is blessed as when a
caress is made to a child in the hands of it’s mother. Let us
caress Jesus as much as possible, Child Jesus, Jesus crucified
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and our Lady looks at us, she will protect us and will give us his
fire, that of his Blessed Heart. Courage. You are the hope of the
Congregation

kkkk  Fokokok kkokk  kkkk

LESSON 4 : Continues the explanation of the formula of
the vows: “In  your hands Mother”.
Proportion between the contemplative and
apostolic life

29.6.76.

In our formula of the profession, before the Church, continues,
in your hands, Mother. Let us see this expression In your
hands mother”. What does it means? It means a great thing. It
means that the Church delegates the persons to do what the
Church has to do and does not do, because she wants that these
persons may have in their hands all the family and it is the duty
of the mother general. I tell you this with force because I am
already finishing my mandate. It is the last time that I meet you,
and T tell you this to introduce you to those who succeed me. T
remain always your Mother, your mamma, without ruling, a
great love and a great submission.

Then, “In your hands Mother,” means in the person delegated
by the Church to be the mediator of the will of god. It has to be
the mediator of the will of God. It has an extraordinary
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importance and the Church wants to make us to understand by
establishing that the daughters instead of saying their beautiful
formula before the bishop, go to say before that sister seated at
the right side. It seems redicule to a lay person who does not
understand the importance, instead, for us it is very important. It
1s true that | have found in a magazine an expression that
immensely struck me very much and it is this , that when a
daughter who did her perpetual vows looses her gitt of vocation
and goes out and wants to be faithful to the Lord, and says: “I
continue my vows, to be faithful to the Lord, don’t lack
fidelity” — the magazine says, they make to believe that they
are religious because they have emitted (Pronounced) the vows
, 1t 1S contrary to the reality.

There are no religious, if they are not the members of an
institute. They pronounce the vows, but they are not
acknowledged by the Church because lacks that essential part of
being members of a religious family.

It is for this that the Church wants the vows may be
done in the hands of the Superior General, and not introduced in
the hands of the bishop, even though he is present as we want.

The Holy Father , - ( I want always to read the words of
the Church) says: “the essential elements to be religious, that
corresponds to the evangelical drafls and permits an
unsubstitutable testimony in the heart of the Church are. the
chastity, the poverty, the obedience and the fraternal life in the
community.” There are these evangelical drafts, It is not true
that there is not, the pope repeats. These evangelical drafis
should give an insubstituatable testimony. All the Christians
should give this testimony, but ours is unsubstitutable. There is
a point in the P.C that says , that the scope of religious life is to
make visible the sanctity of the Church, One, Holy and
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Catholic. The religious life is then necessary for the sanctity of

the Church.

Pray, pray for a certain intention V{hich 1 carmo:?
communicate to all now, because T trust a lc_)t in the pray?'st}?
you youth. that you are the foundation storjes ;)t . i:
Cong;egation, you are all co-foundresses. Be attentive tha i
a great responsibility. All those who can say that [ have ma it
Love and to love the Love are the co-foundresses. Attentive,
is a great responsibility.

g all that the preacher has said aboulnl_he
" is equal to “Chrstus Totus 1€
in Jesus with. the whole world, so our concentration m.usF not
be based on egoism, our silence must not be 50 egoistic to
prevent us to do an act of charity of a word‘ when It is necessary.
Be attentive that we can be deceived in this , a good wlord *:rler?f1
often can help and sustain a sister. There are th_e cases in W 1;
we cannot maintain the rigorous silence. The cptenc‘m is that t i‘
charity must go above all , it pushes us to do like St Therescho
the Child Jesus, that when the thoughts that could dl‘st’ract ecli'
were arising she was re-col!ecting_, supemz}turahzlgg a.Il:l]
praying for the persons who were distracting, it was like t g
returning of the charity towards that person who .has treate:
her badly, for that nurse who had been very strong with her etc.

We are contemplatives if we !i\{e the life of
contemplation, and the contemplative life- as it 1s def_med })y St.
Therese- is a life of concentration as much as pps&ble in our
duties, which consists also of our apostolic life, like that of the
Carmelites; in fact in the life of Olga we say more than the
Carmelites (fem.) we resemble the Carmelites (mas.) here v;/]e
can raise a question. How to put in accord (agreement) the

contemplation and the apostolate?

(Summerisin
concentration) As ** Jesus only
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In the houses never miss the adoration, because
adoration assures us the time of contemplation. Two hours of
meditation, one hour of lesson, in those three hours nobody
should disturb us. A superior should organize this, otherwise
she is not a good superior, you have the reason to tell her, first
to her, not to the counselors or to me first if not first to her, with
humble respect, a word to the superior — if there is not the
chorus, the Lauds, the Vespers, a daughter has all her right to
say, with humble respect, humbly to the superior: see, that I
must say to the mother that here 1 don’t find the observances of
our rule, our decrees. The decrees have not taken away this
richness and in the new rule clearly and plainly we will put that
it is essential the proportion between active and contémplative |
between private and common life, between the contemplative
life in the house and the apostolic work , as understood by St.
Therese. It is the same proportion for us adopted by the Lord
who gave 30 years to the contemplative (private) life, he was
not always in contemplation, he was also working, when one is
in the house it is easy to find this rapport, it is those who are
engaged in the apostolate outside who find this difficulty. If the
fault is of the superior, she does not know to rule, but if it is of
the sister, give count to God, because nobody asks her for an
apsotolate till the point to miss her two hours of meditation.
Nobody, nobody should ask her, and that apostolate which
makes to steal the time of the Lord is not apostolate, it is the
apostolate of the devil, T tell you this very strongly. 1 have
adopted this means:- the Public Adoration, because, thus we are
compelled, and I have not done the adoration for the sake of
adoration, for me it is enough the tabernacle, at times it is
enough for me the tabernacle of the parish. The bishops cannot
ask us beyond our possibility. it is said in a magazine: “ The
institute has the right to have the internal autonomy”.
Autonomy means, it has the right to regulate itself by it’s rule.
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Together the Pastoral, even though it is wanted by the bishops,
it can become neither a bond nor a new form of
authontativeness, of dominion, and of excessive centralization.
Do you understand what it means? When a bishop asks for an
institute asks not only the sisters , but the sisters who have a
rule of life and he has to respect it. For eg. We have the
propaganda, when we are in a diocese in which we are accepted,
it is not necessary to ask to any parish priest or the bishop the
permission to do the propaganda, when the bishop has accepted
us, he has accepted us with the rule of our propaganda.
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LESSON S: In the explanation of the formula of the vows
stresses on : “perfect Chastity” in rapport with the Charity,
the union, the life of the family and our austerity.

30.6.76.

Let us enter into the heart of the formula itself, ie: “1....

Into your hands... make vow to God.” That is to the Love - of
perfect Chastity, of evangelical poverty, of total obedience.
Why these three adjectives? Bécause John XXITTI, on speaking
of the religious vows used these 3 adjectives. I don’t touch
neither the poverty nor the obedience, because already the
preacher has spoken about it. T stress on perfect chastity to say
only one word, esp. by putting in relation with the fraternal
communion, with the family life And exactly how we have to
25
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live the perfect chastity, it is the pope who has called it in this
way. The celibacy, the virginity is a supreme mode of chastity,
of different perfection, certainly superior and it has no need of
being a sacrament.

The love of the spouses, the patemnity are the signs of
nuptial life, says the S, scripture, it is the nuptial between Xt
and the Church. The wedding with Christ is a reality that makes
to live on earth the kingdom of heaven where nobody marries .
because there is a state of life more perfect, higher, more
sublime that the nuptial with Christ begins already here on
earth.

Did you hear the declaration of the Church on the
sexual ethics: the sexuality is an innate ( inborn) form in the
human nature and providential because exactly t is that force
that produce the generation. Therefore in the providence of
God, it is the destined force to populate the earth with men and
heaven with saints. But it is also a fact that the original sin is
inborn in the same sexuality ( something that is not right says
St. Paul, and it is called as the concupiscence of the flesh. The
things of the earth are good, but the original sin has injected it’s
poison: concupiscence of the world, we want to posses more
than the due. It is good to have the desire of honour and esteem
with it’s limits, when we go to the exaggeration it becomes bad:
it is here that the original sin has injected the poison, and as a
result the pride of life, this is what the psalm says, the great sin
of pride. Then, our sensuality is soaked also of this
concupiscence of flesh.

A Jesuit says that the goods that we renounce with the
vows are three, they are the goods by which man is proved
historically, abuse them much, and for this it is good to deprive
one thing for a supertor good.
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The sexuality takes man towards the woman » the woman
towar'ds man , because they make union and produce children

lhlS‘ Is the scope. The virginity is the supreme effort OE‘
reall;fitlon, more adequate that the sexuality wants jt way to
manifest. What does the sexuality want to manifest? the union

higher than what wants the WO who are married. What do the
v\‘zan_t?_ Flourish in the fraternity and the maternity. Wel| ch
virginity pushes the same sexuality, that is these affeé:tjve
moments, this interior force of our being to have a higher thin
that is a paternity and a maternity that is more wider. s

- Thg vir_gin_ity bestows all its weight to the sexuality and
it re‘-/eals its significance with vigour. St. Paul says that the

| The vow of chastity requires the renunciation of
picasures because the union between the Spouse and the bride

remains as sacrificed. A theologian says that the renunciation
of pleasure and human maturation that matrimony offers,
constitute a type of death, the renunciation to a pleasure
constitutes the death to that pleasure. The renunciation to the
physical maternity constitutes a kind of death to that maternity,
well, but we acquire an exira ordinarily superior one | it is true
that it remains sacrificed , it is true that if the love of Jesus
develops in us it gives us a peace , a joy that separates all the
human love, but that form of pleasure is dead. It constitutes a
type of death extremely, eloquent , because renunciation as a
goal in itself is truly dying, not for nothing a constant tradition
has always considered that the consecrated virginity as a form
of martyrdom, an assimilation to the death of Christ.

Therefore we who have this scope: to complete
what is lacking in the passion of Jesus for the body of Him that
is the Church, ie; give ourselves for the salvation of brethren by
participating the paschal mystery that is the death and
resurrection for the salvation and to unite ourselves to the
Church, universal sacrament of salvation , by doing we too as
the church does by inserting ourselves in the Church to save the
souls, let us remember that the renunciation to matrimony and
the acceptance of the virginity of the celibate is a kind of death,
ie; the death of the other half

We cannot consent to the love of one man, we cannot
consent to the love of our own children, we have all others, we
don’t have our own, but we have all the others, in fact in the
L.G. the virginity is nominated close to martyrdom, there is an
aspect of martyrdom, an aspect of suffering, a renunciation of
goods that is good , but they are inferior to the sublime good
that is the nuptial with Jesus and the spiritual maternity.

1 can add still another point.




We have an austere life and we renounce many things,
not because we believe that these ( see a film, have a one month
holidays) are bad things, no it is not. it is enough to see the
Pontifical documents to understand that these means of social
communications are for the service of the humanity and they
can be of use to our culture, to our human formation, we know
well, but we have an austere spirit, ie: we renounce not only the
pleasures of marriage and the maternity, but also many other
goods that are good which helps us, because we want to
conserve this kind of contemplative life which we have
embraced.

The friendships are good, says the gospel, but if T consent
myself to the friendship by missing the community life,
becoming less obedient to my superior, I should correct it
because there is something in this friendship that is unhealthy, if
it is goed, it brings a major good, that is the communion of
family. Friendship is good , but for us, for our life of the family,
a friendship between two sisters however good it may be, but if
it injures the spirit of the family, then it is no more a good.. It
has to be controlled with that splendid virtue that St. Thomas
puts at the centre of all other virtues that is the discretion.
Whether it is approved by the superior or it is discrete, that is |
to go behind that sister I should not neglect the others, here is
our point , the expression of our religious life. It is not enough
to say that we sign it in our tabernacle, that it is the sacerdotal
prayer of Jesus, that it is the theme of our meditation etc. Allow
me to say to you now, let us not have the illusion, I know that it
1s very easy to go in accord when we don’t put our feet in the
morning, noon and evening under the same table. When we do
so once in a week or once in a month, everything goes well, but
when we put our feet every morning noon, and evening then the
things change, starts to become more difficult.
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I remind you a prayer of the faithful that you should
never forget. “for the unity of those who believe in Christ, that
the blessed virgin Mary may embrace all, as her children in her
maternal affection, let us invoke the Lord”.

The Holy Father in a splendid page writes: “T tell you
only one thing: we should increase the community spirit of
souls, exists the ecclesial community but is this always the
communion of souls , of talents, of works? Exists the religious
communities, but is there always communion of souls of
intends, of works? There is no doubt that it is the thought of
Christ; That all may be one: is at the top of the vow and
before to space this messianic and divine desire on the entire
humanity they are directly turned to all his disciples.

Before the ecumenical unity , the Lord asks of us the
fraternal unity, the communitarian unity in the Church and
before the communitarian unity in the Church the
communitarian unity among us, that is not made up of only the
observances of the time table, common prayer but above all it
is the interior; and what is it that cost so much, that it is so
difficult. The explanation St Cyprian gives “ The greatest
sacrifice to offer to God is our peace and the fraternal harmony:
it is the people who are gathered together by the unity of the
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit”. If it could be written in the
character of cubita (capital letter) in our professed ones .If it
could have gained by silence, because if it is true that the
silence is to the service of charity, the charity demands the
silence.

Believe me my daughters, if you want that our
community must be a family, it is necessary that we know to
control our tongues, need to learn to keep quiet. Once we were
going to the extremity, by looking back to the first years we
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know that what it meant to say this , <<much more than this>>.
Read the life of Olga and you will understand it soon. It speaks
of the silence of love. In what does it consist? To keep within
us our pains and to communicate only of our joys. 1his was the
silence of love, because little Jheresa was intending this. She
was not going 10 say even to Jesus about her pains , this Is
heroism. The first sisters knew to observe it and this does not
hinder the friendship, I out let (speak ) the goodness to go well
in virtue: this does not break the silence, that which break the
silence is the gossip, the murmuring , the useless idle talks : but
what 1 evangelical, will not break the silence.The
manifestation of the fraternal charity, the good words said to a
sister who is tired of working in the office with us , it is not a
breaking of silence, that is charity

I was exhorting the first sisters to this silence of love. I
can say to you that our Olga and Magdalene and all the sisters
in the beginning have observed this silence of love: I don’t tell
you: Observe the silence of love, but I tell you observe the
evangelical silence this yes. this 1 prohibit you the idler’s talk.
“You will be asked the account of each idle word”. Friendship
is permitted but prohibited the idle talks. You will see how easy
the charity is. Always I said to you, see the Holy Host in the
sisters, a beautiful host instead of seeing their face, then it will
be easy the communion also with a superior who 1s hard (
difficult). If you could have taken the habit of seeing Christ who
lives in us, the communion would be easy, there could be
small collisions, small disagreements, but after that everything
is forgotten. | prohubit the internal murmuring, I will not
permit, I find excuse to see in that act a good aspect, a positive

aspect.

The fraternal charity put in rapport with the chastity, is

beautiful, because by giving a smile to a sister, you help her to
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word of God in us . When the species are consumed the soul of
Jesus remains in us. Soul of Christ sanctify me ! Say this
invocation very often. .

My dears , I don’t know what to do to have the whole
Congregation of one heart and of one soul. It was the supreme
desire of Jesus, also it was my desire. That is the suffering and
pain of every day. lt is the sacrifices that saves the souls, not the
work, the work also, but this is essential.

Courage, my dear sisters, see that you are foundresses,
co-foundresses of the work of the Daughters of the Church. The
Church loves us because we have her name, have you not heard
Pious XI and Pious XII7...

After . this retreat certainly we have the months of
apostolate. Be attentive that in these two months, our practice of
piety should be perfect. Your two hours of meditation, if you
don’t have any other place do it in the parish and it will do them
good. We should not do it to be shown, but to give the
testimony, they should see you in full apostolate, the sisters who
are praying first of all, smiling and poor. This is the
photography, therefore we have to go in search of what is
modest for our spirit of poverty, and also when we go to the
shop, to buy something, if you don’t find hospitality in a house,
I would prefer in that days instead of taking ham, to take
sausage or common cheese, that of the poor. Really it gives
testimony to the poverty. Remember that the great sacrifice to
offer to God is our union ( remember that you should keep the
progress in your prayer: community union, local union, pastoral
union, ecumenical union).

B k%% FhkxXx
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LESSON 6: Continues the explanation of the formula of
The Vows, stresses on: “Evangelical Poverty,
1.7.76 Total Obedience”

About the obedience the P.C. says: “ The superiors have these
tasks: serve, govemn, ie; sustain the community, guide , listen,
promote, indicate new initiatives, suggest new ways to
accomplish our duty, our observances according to the
exigencies of time and the dynamism of the religious life and of
the Spirit”. When it says , return to the primitive spirit it does
not mean to a static spirit, but to a dynamic spirit that has to
develop without loosing that characteristic by which 1t was
begun. P.C. adds, they decide and demand. In the E.T. there is
an observation about to decide and command “if it is the case”
that means to say, the consult and the dialogue can bring to a
decision without the superior herself decides. But there are the
cases in which, it is said specifically in the E.T. if the truth is
not clear and the doubt remains in all , then the superior should
decide.

What has happened in our communities? We have followed the
movements of dialogue and of consultation and I have noticed
that few superiors do not do the dialogue, because they do not
find the sisters with whom they can dialogue. It means that the
sisters never approach the superior for the dialogue and for the
sisters it is said in these councilor texts that she has these tasks:
“ the subject first of all may have the spirit of prayer, may see
those who govern as the representatives of God, then in humble
respect to them, to put in disposition all their energy of the mind
and of will, the gift of grace and of nature in the execution of
the orders”. It is a great task for you, now I don’t have the
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group of superiors, if they were here I could insist on their part
that just now have hinted here, Yours is this: Spirit of faith. 1
hope that all of you have this and those who pronounce the
vows tomorrow, may be filled with this spirit of faith, this
supernatural spirit that makes you to live in a superior world, in
which the foolishness of this world 1s the wisdom for God. That
which we see just, that seems to us to be just, could be
foolishness for the Lord

If the superior does not like it is difticult to give this
humble respect that comes from the spirit of faith; be attentive,
put an accent here. It is the thought of the Council, to keep at
work is your task, and the task of the superior is to listen the
daughter who puts at her disposition all that she has at the
service of the community. In the practical field it is a difficult
point, very often there is the non observance of this point.

Then there is the communitarian dialogue which we
call the family council. T know that there are a few superiors
who will never do the council, it is wrong: it would be enough
to dismiss a superior, but the superiors find also the just excuse,
for eg. Instead of dialogue there is contest, the contest is
prohibited. The dialogue is not dispute, the dialogue is serene,
Be careful, the superiors have the responsibility to do the
consultation, but you have also your responsibilities. Take into
your hands the P.C. and the E.T and see what are your duties.
The superiors have to decide and command only when they
cannot decide altogether, when there is not a convergence of
the idea, or there is the necessity to take a disciplinary method
and then intervene the command.

This means everything for the community life, because
the Holy Spirit unites the church, hence the little church- the
community, not only with the communion but also with the
ministry, ie: with the authority. Keep in mind that it is necessary
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to have respect towards the superior because they have a
particular help that is called the charism of governing, There are
three points in the apostolic letter ~which speaks about the
charism, they are three series, in one of theses mentioned the
authority as charism that is a special gift the Lord gives to those
who have the authority, it is done in an ineffable way because 1t
produces the infallibility n the supreme pontiff. it does not
produce the infallibility in other superiors, not even in the
bishops ( in bishops who are united with the pope and with the
whole Church, there is infallibility) in the delegates of the
Church to rule there is the gift that is called charism. The ideal
is that the decisions are taken during the Council meetings,
because it shows that there is communion, if the council 1s not a
contest ( dispute), not a quarrel, but if it is done well, can have a
decision from the council: but the superior can act on the
personal authority and even she has the authority given by the
Superior General who has the authority on all the houses and
on all the sisters as the General Chapter.

The right of the sister to express all that she feels, of
making a dialogue etc; cannot limit the dialogue of a superior,
Every right to know the motives of the command injures the
true theological motive of the religious obedience: the will of
God is understood through the command of the superior and
not through the motives of the commanded actions. It can
happen that they command you one thing that is necessary and
you may not understand the why ofit, it is necessary 1o go soon
to the supernatural. Obeying the motives of an action and trying
to find out the will of God through reasoning is not religious
obedience

T see the injustice in this obedience that is given to
me, I can discover a human trick, doesn’t matter anything, I
should not reason. The personality of a humble sister that obey,
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not at all suffers, on the other hand it is her exaltation, goes to
the supernatural. The experience of the saints guarantee thus.

Jesus, when he asked us to renounce ourselves, did not
want to weakKen but to strengthen our personality. To renounce
ourselves! Seems as if to demolish our personality, but
obedience is not to demolish but to allow ourselves to be
absorbed of his personality. When we are absorbed of the
personality of Jesus, of the will of God, our personality 1s
exalted and brought to that supernatural plan of which I have
already spoken. It is difficult to understand. One can object
also: at times it can be the task of the superior to reveal the
motives of command, to this task must correspond the right
from the part of the subject to know the motives, decisively we
can respond no, because that task enters in the obedience that
the superior must to the Will of God to render prudent the
commands, not in the obedience of the subject to the superior,
that is not bound, therefore the subject cannot demand to know
always these motives.

Another objection that is made at times , is that of conscience .
Tt is said: T act according to my conscience, my conscience is
correct. Attentive to the conscience ! The Pope gives us a
warning: “ The conscience is not separated from the apology of
the guidance of which the conscience is in need, it comes from
the law and the authority objectively, justified in the exercise of
their functions, not humiliated, but integrated in the personality
of men”. What does it want to say? The suggestions of my
conscience have value if they correspond to the will of the
superior. Then it is correct with the conscience. The conscience
is bound to the law and will of the superior, of pope, of bishops,
of the religious superiors as far as we are religious. These are
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the things that we should know, otherwise we form a wrong
conscience . This is about the vow of obedience.

“The superior has commanded , therefore it is true”.
No. She can command one thing that is not just, that may be
within the limits of the rule, but in application it is not exact,
that is not perfect. For eg. She orders the 50 days of
propaganda, a superior can say; see, we need money, bring
money to house as much as possible, the superior will be wrong
if she says, bring plenty of money to the house. Because I
cannot load the conscience of the sister to do a work only to
bring money. She should do an apostolate with her smile, and
when is necessary also with words and also to bring money. The
command is not always exact and perfect.

It means to say: the superior has commanded,
therefore T obey. Did she command to sin? No. To spread the
books and bring money is not a sin, therefore I obey. Is it that
all that she says is exactly true ? no. T can disapprove all that
she has said, but T should obey, when it is not to sin and when
is not against the rule. The propaganda is a source of life, it is
the Church that has given us ( approved) therefore I obey the
Church.

About the vow of poverty, our spirit is a little
pedant(narrow minded observer of form). The rule sys:
“Nothing, also the minimum that has value” and the Church has
approved, if she has approved it means that is good. Now the
decrees are very open, How will be the Constitution? Afier the
experience of three years, let us see on this point, what the
Constitution will say

Certainly an impoverishment has taken place in
poverty. T know of sisters who have their peculate in pocket.
Our spirit does not admit, because we have small communities,
if we need something our superior will give. In the big
communities it may be necessary. One who drives the vehicles
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must have the money by force, there are the cases in which we
need to have money, but we should not generalize this case. We
prefer that the sisters may ask as it was said in the first
Constitution, because on this point has taken places abuses. 1
know that there were abuses, big gifts to the families, not the
gifts made by the superior, because they are always done well,
but made by the superior to the relatives, they are not done well
without the consent of the council. It is against the vow of our
poverty which is austere on this point. It is not dealing with
silly things, but want to say that the Church has approved this
austerity, and since it is approved, before changing, we have to
think well, because the spirit in the field of poverty 1S gone
down very much. Let us make an examination. The austerity of
our life, telephone calls that never finishes, after comes certain
counts. Make an examination, if you have failed accuse
yourselves, because needs the reparation to the vow of poverty,
it is not enough to accuse us only to the priests. The vows are
done in the hands of the mother, therefore the Mother is
responsible.

Let us conclude with the words of the pope who
says; “you are religious, therefore women of prayer and
endowed with supernatura! spirit This spirit is guaranteed and
protected by the religious vows of poverty chastity and
obedience, they are not an obstacle of the free person, almost
could have been a wreckage of superated time, instead they are
clear will of liberation, a gift of liberation, in the spirit of the
discourse on the mount. ie: of Gospel”.

Therefore it is clear, the vows have the spirit of the
discourse on the Mount. The Lord has to give you three
charisms: to be religious, to be daughter of the Church, and to
defend the pope and the magisterium of the Church. Be strong,,

at the cost of death.
* Kk *k *kkk *k*k*

Lesson 7: Our Identity: External and Internal aspect
3.7.76. of our Identity.

yesterday [ wanted to leave you alone with Jesus,
1 did not come down to give you the last greetings: 1 give you
today the first Saturday of the month. Yesterday, 1 gave the
special wishes to those who pronounced the Holy perpetual
vows; I wished you in the Church and left you with Jesus, a day
of intimacy with Him. I did not receive you because 1 was tired,
but my heart was always with you, especially with those who
consecrated themselves definitively to the Lord.

I also got the joy to give you the last greeting
today which is the day consecrated to the Immaculate heart of
Mary, also to St Thomas and the first canonical approval of the
work which was done on 21* December, earlier the feast of St.
Thomas. The apostle who was sweetly scolded by the lord, who
had that expression so splendid that we conserve, and I don’t
know whether this is still indulgenced. When the chalice was
raised it was said, “my Lord and my God”. Mons. Garofalo is
contrary to this, he says that when the host and the chalice is
raised, we should not add anything. Once we were doing the act
of victim (offering) those who wanted to do; “.holy
Father...... , but when mon. Garofalo who is an exegete said,
no, in the moment of elevation we are to be attentive only to
the words of consecration and should not add anything. I, at
times am tempted to say, when the chalice is exalted , just
before, I believe , I hope, I love you, O Jesus, for those who do
not believe , for those who do not hope and for those who do
not love you: as the angels taught the children of Fatima. It is
correct the observation of Mons.Garofalo, because the elevation
is a fact so solemn of the transubstantition that we need to be
like astonished, because takes place the miracle of miracles, the
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transformation of bread and wine into the body and blood of the
Lord, hence it is a moment of contemplation.

. I remain with the thought ‘of Mon. Garofalo and
therefore 1 have sacrificed my little prayers, fqr eg. When the
chalice was exalted I was saying: blood of Chnst_mejbrle}te me,
water from the ribs of Christ wash me, the two mdl_catlons t:o
the soul f Christ; but from the moment 1 was tpid this I don’t
say anything, I look at the Host, look at th_e chalice and not even
I say my God and my Lord. I will be mformf_:d ﬁ'o‘m the S.
Congregation for the Divine Cult to see well the intention of the
Church, because for us D.C the first task is thf? prayers, surely
not the prayers of fantasy, a just prayer, a hturglcai_ prayer,
strictly liturgical, not liturgism, exaggeration, but the liturgical
prayer and meditation, community prayer, then personal prayer.
This is free. For eg: I don’t have the courage to say. say all the
prayers that I say before going to sleep. I can be dead tlrefl and
sleepy, but T am sick if T don’t say. They are par_ncular
devotions, T will never dream to impose on you: There is also
the personal prayer that responds to the need of our person.

I sum up. In the beginning of this course of retreat I
sent you a small transmission by entrusting toyou a day_ of an
extra-ordinary silence, instead it was not a great day of silence.
It means that this blessed silence is an aspiration for my soul. I
remain so well in silence. I can find the Lord so soon. In any
case we will speak later.

I heard saying that you desire to spend these_ days c_)f
study by searching the characteristics of our identity. It is
needed that you do it by yourself, without the thought that the
councilors suggest certain things that are of true light for those
who direct the congregation. Tn this moment that we are
composing the Constitutions, there can be those comas, that is
necessary and we are not aware of and may be one of you can

genuinely become aware of or motice that it is necessary. In
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small groups, in your re-union discuss and then the Council
will intervene to collect your reports, we will study it and will
tell you whether they are possible to actualize it or not. Collect
many of these inspirations, can say also inspirations, it is a real
grace of the Lord; I keep it very dear, because see, all the
institutes have a tounder, instead we.... The Church wanted that
you may have a foundress, but to have a founder, we would
have liked for, it is a help, a man, a priest but, nothing. On a
fine day, a daughter, Sr. Luigia of seven sorrows said o me:
Mother , why don’t we take Jesus the sacrament as our
Founder and we will make the feast on the day of the Body and
Blood of Christ ( Corpus Domini). From that moment onwards
we call it as the feast of the Founder. The founder is Jesus the
Eucharist publically exposed because in the Eucharistic
devotion there is the essence, the essence of our identity.

I Was happy when I heard a bishop whom I never spoke
with, said that you are the sisters who have the characteristics of
prayer, I never thought that he has noted it, because here we
don’t have the adoration always, the sisters go for the
apostolate

Yesterday 1T received two priests who asked me almost
implered, beseeching to send two sisters to their place where
they cannot do. They are only two and have a very vast area of
work in the parish, I said yes, soon. | cannot refuse when they
ask one thing to which we cannot say no, but T said soon: they
have to guarantee me that the three sisters cannot miss their
three hours of prayer. Two hours are given to Jesus and one to
the community life, two of meditation and one of the lesson.
They may do it in the parish, in this way they will give good
example, but they shouid do it, if I notice that they don’t have
this restore of prayer, this strength of prayer, and community
understanding , of being together to exchange the thoughts
regarding our life , one hour of lesson and a meal in common [
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will withdraw the sisters.. then there are two months of
suspension because -they understand — we need to eat, we need
to spend for the dress , for the necessary things and these two
months that we call diffusion of the magistero, helps us in all
the fields. It is a true apostolate if we do it well, it is a slow
battle against the Protestant propagation that is continuing to
destroy the families: it is necessary to do the ( contrary) counter
work. But it 1s also a source of income for life, the Church has
given us this for this purpose . we should know to do it well,
keeping in mind the two aspects: apostolic aspect and the
charitable aspect, that is to help the institute with the income
that we get from selling the books , and then giving freely. The
leatlet “Assistente Celeste” is free, the words of the pope is free,
we spend thousands for printing these, and these we give freely,
because nobody can say that we are going only for money.
When I speak of our identity, I remember what was said
by the people of St. Stephen. What were they saying? Our
Congregation has an identity of biform, has two aspects as a
medal has two faces, two aspects: one external and one internal,
all hidden. Which is the external face? That which was seen by
the people: the sisters who pray, who smile, who are poor. Here
you have to insist on these three expressions. This is the face
that the people see. We were also going to teach catechism,

and we were doing other things also, we were helping the parish

priests, but this is not what impressed them but the smiling yes.
Alsc the bishop yesterday spoke of the suffering. Who
has told him? Nobody. But the sisters who are praying, with
their lives has said that this is exactly our characteristic. They
should see you praying. When those priests said to me that they
are desiring the help of the sisters, T said to them that T would
desire much that they could take Jesus to the sick, because until
you have Jesus on your heart it is impossible not to be united

with him and not saying good words to the old men and women,
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to the sick who receive the B. Sacrament and  smile to console
them. Think what a wonderful task, this becomes a participation
in the sacerdotal ministry!

“ The sisters who pray”! They should understand that we
pray; they understand it tfrom our adoration, certainly if they
come Lo the Church and see the sisters who are in adoration
seated there neither in front nor at the back to watch the middle
way distracted, it is not an edification, better , give change ( the
turn in between the two in adoration) so that can resist and not
to give scandal to others. 1 remind you that your mother had 45
years when she started the Congregation, and | was Just
recovering from the tuberculoses and suftfering it’s
repercussions. At St. Stephen we were remaining kneeling two
hours, because during the mass nobody was sitting, only the old
ones, and we, hard, straight, on standing there listening the mass
and to do the meditation in the parish church .Why? to show?
No. To show the importance of prayer. The prayer was our first
thought. Then , when we had started to have the adoration at St.
Stephen, then they were seeing us kneeling down. Those who
were at the back could remain seated, but in front of the Lord
we should have the respect. Well, now the flowers instead of
keeping correctly we can keep a big vas there and a small vas
here etc., once there was symmetry, now there is the
asymmetry, will come the moment that will return to the
Symmetry again, then we too shall adapt ourselves according to
the time. Don’t like to see anymore that kneeler in the middle,
it looks like that it is for the distinct adorers, and are the others
not adorers? So we have removed it , but it is also nice to see
that he sisters remain at the first bench, the place nearer to the
ford, for her half an hour of adoration, and if you get corns at
the knee, thank the Lord. You are young, you can do more than
adoration. I have seen at Lourdes, I don’t doubt this, but you
are the ones who should give the imprint to the congregation,
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keep this in your mind in your group. Not persons who receive
but persons who should give. Those who are going to the
mission should make feel something new. In what does this
renewal consist? The Pope said; in doing better what we were
doing already, not in throwing away what was being done
earlier, (some things certainly has become too old) but in
preserving those that are traditional, reinvigorating them and
re-presenting them as  new. I am particular about the veil, as
tar as possible let us keep the veil of organdies, let it be the veil
for the adoration and for the mass, not that small veil thrown
and flying, which does not give(show) concentration: to go out
and enter in the church not in that defiant way that does not
show union with God, not even that exceptional concentration.
No, no, it is a type of hypocrisy, simplicity yes with composure,
this yes .
Then prayer: keep it in the first place, for identity.

Regarding the prayer , there is a particular note that we should

have and should do purposely, the first sisters have not noticed

because they did not have soon, we had it only when we put
on the religious habit. We got the approval on the eighth year
and we were already passed to Venice, keeping the house of
Treviso. And then, suddenly we thought, immediately, about the
rosary, and a small cross on the veil for the final professed, as
our sign, All the sisters had big rosaries, we no, a small rosary,
white and beautiful, to wear on the sleeves of the habit. Let us
keep it at home, and let us keep it especially when we go out, as
a testimony that we are of Mary. Now we are distinguished for
the rosary, the Vicar of the Holy Father in his sermon-on 1%
January has said: “The daughters of the Church, T know them
soon, they are distinguished from the others because they have
that small rosary on their forearm”. The Holy Father is familiar
with our wishing always so. It is an external sign and is the
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c‘hurcl‘l that gives the Church, the Church consigns the
Constitutions with the rosary.

Ip these days the counselors told me: mother
you c0uldi consign the rosary. No... I receive the vows, but the
Churc_h gives the rosary, because it should be remembéred that
1t 1s directly given by the Church and that they must keep it with
much respect. Now the sisters from Lourdes have brought small
money purse, with a rosary inside. [ thought that you can give it
as a glft, [ give this to the ten sisters who made the VOWS, you
g1ve It to your relatives, I give to you the permission to d(; this
gift, but you cannot keep it in the pocket this kind of small
purse, because then happens that you keep it and then do not
keep the rosary on the arm. The two pockets that we have one
_be reserved for the rosary, When we work, naturally we kf;e it
n t.he. pogket , because it can fall down, instead on the brl)ue
habit it will not. Here there is a manifestation of faith in Our
.Lady, I want it you know, it is an external sign of our identity;
't can be said : the sisters who smile, pray, poor and the sister’
with the rosary of Our Lady. It is the Church that has said, it is
the Church that has approved that by consigning the rosary) It is
an expression of good  spirit, our spirit, keep the rosary ét the
arm, remove only when you pray- Keep a rosary on the arm and
one i the hands to say the Tosary would be an exaggeration
. hereTl:g tor?e daughter of the Church is the one who arrives

give testimony of love to Our Lady by bearing
courageously her rosary at the right arm. There is 3 tradition iz
the Congregation , that from the moment we are approved with
the blue habit, we have always worn the rosary and do not
remove. fdo not acknowledge as daughters those who refuse to
offer thlS‘Slgn to our Lady. It is true all the others have a sign
the passionists have the heart, others have the rosa § I
understand, for €g, in the north America I gave the order nrgg to
wear, because they are in the midst of the Protestants. And they
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will be scandalized, and perhaps it is better. Slowly will come
the moment in which they will form a group of Catholics rich in
number and in faith, and then they shall take out their rosary,
the exceptions are made.

Then, the poor sisters, it is ditficult that people believe
us the poor sisters here at paesseto, instead people believe that
we are the poor sisters, beginning form the bishop. They know
that if the providence does not come as it comes, we will not
arrive, because the income from this land maintains three
families: for us remains only a little and we have a high tax that
eats the rest. 1 know we are always in debt with at Paesetto, but
there should be , because it should develop into works of
charity. Now..we have to have a work that visibly justify this
property, because tomorrow even if the communists would
come to do an investigation on the spot, they will see that we
have to live with this land, among the families of the workers,
and should maintain the work of charity. A work of charity that
is the poor who have only a social pension which is just
sufficient for their breakfast, if they are to be treated well; But
above all to show that we are poor we give testimony of poverty
in fact working. T have told you earlier, in the beginning when
we were here, we used to hear- how rich sisters- afterwards
nothing, on the other hand the drivers of the bus used to say
these are the sisters who work and they have seen an arid land
transformed into a paradise on earth and they said that this is a
social work, and they saw the sisters working. It is edifying
Poor sisters, because Jesus has not made you to make a vow of
misery not even he was. No. He always found hospitality in the
house of Nazareth, working and living of their work.

The poverty that is not experienced is counted as
nothing before God. It is necessary that we experience, once,
one day the poverty, for us the providence is abundant and so it
is not easy that we lack the necessary, but then we renounce of
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something of one meal and give it to the poor. In conscience
the superior has to calculate the price and has to give to the
poor the fruit of our sacrifice. 1 desire very much that there
must not be a week without doing this, say to your superiors. If
the holy Spirit suggests you something , see that you are now,
that the Holy Spirit works through you . be attentive to listen the
voice in your groups, do the true adjournments in this point,
also commonly, instead of a pasta-asciuta make a soup, and the
difference of the expense give to the poor. See that it is a
delicate point, but keep it up. Leave free the community
because the Holy Spirit blows where he wants, in a community
blows much, and may find the hearts more open, in another
less because find the hearts restricted. You are young, you are
by nature more open and you can give a lot. It would be nice if
you could bring to the chapter a report of the retreat of the
juniors : “ We the youth propose, we feel to propose this to all
the congregation”, become the co-foundresses, superiors, do
you think that it is too little?

This is the external part, the sisters who pray, the sisters
who smile and the sisters who are poor, the sisters who wear the
rosary on the arm. Add this fourth point , T keep it very dear,
This completes the spirit from the external point of view of the
true Daughters of the Church.

Let us go to the interior part. There are always some '

priests who say: in what does your spirit consist? Say that it is
the adoration, the smile, to be poor, the rosary at the arm , is it
not sufficient? What do you want to say more? You should say
one thing that must be said with fatigue. Pronouncing your
vows you said, “T take vow to participate in the mystery of
Jesus-once we used to say to Jesus saviour and now to Jesus
suffering and redeemer, and the Universal Sacrament of
Salvation. Go and say to any priests that you have this vocation,
this interior identity, all will tell you: all the sisters must do this
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and under a certain point of view it is true. It is enough to be
baptized in order to do this. Not necessary to have, the religious
vocation is not necessary (o participate in the mystery of
Christ., the mystery of the Church, as it is the mystery of the
salvation of the souls; it is enough to be Christians. But there is
a good difference when comes this invitation, the call to
religious vocation, a sister understands that like all the
Christians, all the more to give major fiuits as says the
Constitutions of the council. To give major fruits of the
baptismal grace, wants to participates the mystery of Christ
suffering and redeemer. All the sisters should arrive here, if not
they are not sisters, then what does the Daughters of the Church
add? They reach in an essential way. In a page on the life of
Olga says: “as the Lord has saved us, we will prolong for love
his pain. The essence of our work is this, not anything else. In
order to arrive this, to arrive to prolong “with love” all the
religious should prolong the passion of the Lord, all the
baptized, all must say “ T accomplish what is lacking in the
passion of Christ”, all — but when we propose to prolong with
love, that is because we want to manifest to Jesus our love
with this powerful means that he himself has used to show his
love to the father, the salvation of all his brethren, that “with
love” adds exactly the characteristic note of our vocation, “ we
will prolong for love his pain”.

Tn the first edition of Olga it was written “all the rest is
superficial and accessory,” I corrected, because it is not true, in
the last edition 1 corrected, “could be superficial and
accessory.”

The prayer without love is superficial, the smile without
love is superficial, the poverty without love is superficial
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We should arrive to love this form of vocation, that is :
to love and to collaborate with Jesus because we love Jesus so
much that we want to avail ourselves to what makes us to
suffer.

Every night T say to the Lord “I accept from your
paternal and maternal hand for the love of you and your Son
Jesus, of your and his sweet Spirit, of his and my sweetest
mother, for the salvation of my brothers and sisters, sinners and
those in despair for the faith, fidelity and fervour of my
daughters and of all the religious, for them and for our dear
parents, friends, benefactors living and dead, for the Holy
Father and for all the deceased popes, for the bishops, priests,
religious living and dead, for the unity of all the Catholics with
the pope, for the unity of our brethren, for the souls in the
purgatory, for all those who suffer , agonize or die tonight, T
accept from your paternal and maternal hand , my old age ( now
I have added also my authority because the authority begins to
be a burden for me, but T accept it from his paternal and
maternal hands until I finish it. Why is it a burden for me now?
because there are some defects, not you, not you, you are all
fervent, there is less understanding, for eg: for the extra
ordinary value of the silence for the contemplative life , of
poverty, for the contemplative life, for the love of the rosary. I
suffer a lot, it is a death for me to see a sister who comes in
front of me dressed in blue and without the rosary on the
sleeves (hand). T suffer to death, T keep quiet ,and suffer, and so
1 offer also the authority) and any type of sickness or death
that you like to send me with all it’s pain, the anguish, the joys
and pains ( because St. Therese died in joy), that will come on
me, that will occur”. T say it every evening, I would like to put
inside the entire salvation of souls, and your faith, fidelity and
fervour, do you remember a certain circular of the three Fs™?
Faith, fidelity and fervour, it is not necessary to repeat it to you,
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because you have faith, you have fidelity and you have fervour,
also because you are young, you are helped by your
youthfulness. Do you understand, dear ohes. 1t is3/4 of an hour
that I am speaking, When I began (first) I was dead tired, when
I speak with you I am revived.

Jesus suffering and Redeemer means to say that he
brings us out of sin and death with the resurrection. We
proclaim also the resurrection and participating in the mystery
of salvation, it is the paschal mystery. This is, but with love,
everything is in this love, here is our identity. Love that renders
obligatory for us , is not obligatory for those who do not love, or
better to say remains obligatory but not to this point, The
grafting of our vocation must produce this rose, exactly for this
the grafting becomes more beautiful.

Of this particular vocation that enables us to participate
to the mystery of Christ suffering and Redeemer, of the Church,
-What a wonderful words said the Councill- “universal
sacrament of salvation,” a mother that wants all saved, and for
saving a soul we shall go to the end of the world-, and we are
ready to suffer all, all also the persecution, also the death,
everything, to save a soul, a soul of those poor who goes to the
eternity thus, or slayed, oh... let us watch with anxiety the
news, so that when we hear of some disgraces- who think of
those disgraced- immediately has to emerge our invocation:
Jesus save them.

Jesus expects the invocation, our throbbing, expects our
sufferings offered for love: for eg: it is hot, I bear it for the souls
who are in need in this moment of this grace, the food is not
tasty enough, eat the same because in this moment there is a
soul that has to be saved. Jesus can save all, it is understood;
with the help of Mary, of all the saints, but wants to save also

with our help. It is he who wants so, it gives us honour to be
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collaborators of his highest mission- for the glory of the Father I
don’t.l{now whether you don’t feel but 1 feel powerfully this
vocation: to save the souls by our suffering. However this is
the part that we cannot say much to others, because they would
not understand. Let us keep it hidden, it is the internal part of
the_ medal. The others see us as sisters who pray, sisters who
smile, the poor sisters, the sisters with the rosary (on the arm)

At this point further explanations were asked, and we
copsxderec! 1t opportune to include it , because it puts in
evidence in a better way certain points of our Spirit.

st .
17 Question:  What could be a simple and lenient response that

can t_>e given to those who ask us- who we are? What is our
identity, our originality?

-Th.e Mqther: if you want you can reach here, we want to
:mltate- in our lives Jesus, the saviour of souls, doing what we
are doing, praying, doing well those external parts that we are
already doing. They will be satisfied of this, if we do it well
they don’t wantanything else. Now if we add also Som(;
corporal works as that of taking care of the old, they understand
better, because they understand only this; the physical care, and

for this we need to accept in this time of renewal some corporal
works.

2qd question: _Why is it so difficult to maintain the equation
thirty and three if not with much difficulty?

_The mother: We are not able to maintain it because there
1s the human nature that likes much more- it is exactly the
mystery of suffering- to do than to pray. The vocation for the
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cloister are not so numerous like the other vocation, and also
those who go to the cloister, to be true vocation for the cloister
we need!!!. The vocation for the cloister is the vocation for the
authentic suffering of Jesus, it is authentic imitation of Jesus
crucified, if one person in order to pray more murmers or
grumbles, because the others do not permit to pray, has not the
vocation for the cloister. The suffering for love is the maxim-
Jesus has said it, Jesus himself has shown it. To suffer for love
is above all, because it contains the prayer and contains all that
we have said. But you cannot go to family and say; our vocation
1s to suffer for love, they will not understand, we should not say.
So I'tell you that it is the hidden part of the medal.

You have to say: we are the sisters who pray for all, this they
understand, we have 33, 34 adoration, we are there praying all
the day, this they understand, the good people understand.

And then we are the sisters who tries to go to the families to say
2 good word. Should not say: to take the words of the Pope, take
it without saying so loudly, because if there is a communist, will
get irritated . Let us go to the families to take a good word, and
if is possible, by the means of our books, of our “Celestial
Assistant” . Now, if you take Jesus, as it is permitted in the
Parish apostolate, add also the participation to the sacerdotal
ministry. In the mission we have also the dispensaries, because
it was told us in the congregation, that in the missions will not
be understood much only with the prayer.

It is necessary to add something more, and so the
dispensary is accepted only for some hours, and then we are the
poor sisters. It is necessary to show ourselves poor, when we
show ourselves poor and we are really, we live in poverty and
we give to the poor, they will love us soon, They understand us
soon.

3™ question: When in concrete situations it is the superior
herself that has not understood the necessity of this proportion,
inverting practically the rapport between the prayer and the
apostolate how should we act ( behave)?

The mother:  First of all your attitude must be to ask for the
family consultation, otherwise say clearly to the superior, we
shall inform the mother and the counsellors, because it is your
right the consultation, in the consultation you have to speak
clearly.

4™ question: If one finds in a community in which everything
by now is already directed in this inversion, that is towards the
works?

The mother: It s wrong, because I am writing two letters to
two bishops, where exactly the community is oriented towards
the apostolates, and they don’t want to understand, because they
believe that the apostolate is more necessary. It is not at all true.
If we don’t pray the apostolate is not count ed.

Already the parish priests and the bishops should
know that we have two hours of meditation and should see us
there, kneeling down to do our two hours of meditation, or
seated if you are not well and the hour of spiritual lesson. And
it is necessary to be faithful to this, otherwise our work is no
more that.

We cannot pretend to have a contemplative life if we do not
dedicate ourselves to this part of contemplation; and already the
proportion is not very exact, There should be the divine office
said together in community, and always we cannot , and here
we give up, at least one hour should be said together. Depends

on the ineptitude of some superiors and leaving free, that the
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cloister are not so%:

those who go to m.%,, ey also like to ( embrace)
-

we need!!!, The o o

authentic suf © "= ® _

crucified, % % 123 is hour n_obody come,
grumbles ¢ Jf&'% 2 in the first years, in
vocatiog %, %‘% 2 “tion, but you see, it
Jesus*. % %, e %‘ ?3'\ ot want the bless&la'd‘
is a" :;,% 2 oo 2 cause I thought;if

.<if meditation, they
% @ .u€ into your room, say to
.aust say”, retire to your cormer ,

o recollected , it has been mon. Ciroscotti,

_« 1n the process of beatification, that has told me “
.uther, no mother, give Jesus in the house to your
aaughters”, and T thank him. And soon we found in S. Stephen,
in S. Maurizio with much of Church, and when we had the villa
of maestre we soon kept our Blessed Sacrament in the house, 1
saw that not even this was enough. The people used to call, it
was necessary to go, the children there, the old and the families,
and the hours of meditations were lost, then it was the octave of
the Corpus Domini”, and T had written a letter directly to the
patriarch of Venice, to whom I was dependant, telling that the
prayer life of my daughters was in danger and to oblige them to
pray I would like that there be the public adoration of tl}e
Blessed Sacrament, and asked whether this could be inserted in
the Constitutions that he had to approve. And he had replied me
with a big Yes. We began in S. Maurizio with our first
adoration, in S. Stephen with night adoration. If the superior
does not do the adoration, does not open the tabernacle, does
not obtain the permission of the bishop to do the exposition, the
fault is hers, because in these days the bishops gives this
permission, and then , when Jesus is exposed, you cannot leave

him alone, it is necessary to adore Him, it is forbidden to leave
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him alone and then the prayer life is assured. And I stress on
this point, what to say, when the people, the bishops, tell us
f‘ypu are the sisters who pray”, 1 have reached my aim, because
it is from the prayer that comes that love for J esus, in which we
accept the suffering and prolonging his suffering, all the rest can
be superficial and accessory. You see that all the founders

stresses on this point, all; also when the institute is founded for
the work of charity that demands much works.

Request from our part to have further meetings
(gatherings) of the whole group of juniors.
The mother;” I agree fully; T don’t look neither the expense or
anything, did you understand » 88 you are the co-foundresses, let
us say the truth, you should take ahead the work, 1 want that you
understand this, have the meetings that you want”. '

k¥ k¥ % %ok ok % %k ok %k
Lesson 8: religious Decorum in the Church,
4.7.76 sense of prayer and of the Public
Adoration.

We have the public adoration, and we have added “public”
because we intend to give witness to others, not to make
ourselves shown.

Not fgr hypocrisy, but for the duty to give witness, because we
can give this witness, beyond the interior richness, to the
interior effort to be united to the Lord it is necessary also an
external modes of behaviour. Not an excessively pious
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behaviour, because it is good to have the simple and unstrained
behaviour also in the Church , but when it is too much it looks
like distraction, and is no more witnessing of prayer life, when
one run too much when a sacristan goes with the veil in
disorder from one candle to another, comes to lack also that
manners of human education that one should have towards the
authority. It is nothing! You with your good qualities of the
youth, you have also certain defects, that is proper to the youth,
and it is the excessive simplicity; excessiveness, just to say,
because there is no excessiveness in simplicity, being this
exactly the virtue of God. Above all | recommend you this: 1
had the scruple because I had not insisted, also because I
happen to se€ that there are certain behaviours that are not very
modest, and 1 don’t speak of sitting with crossed legs, which is
also not manner. Ifa lay person sees this, t is not witnessing and
at times these small defects are seen also during the liturgical
celebrations. So, be attentive, consider this last exhortation, |
stress on it very much, because we could have put the adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament; but we have added ‘public’ ie; visible
to all, so that all may remain edified of the sister, perhaps old,
tired, after having worked the whole day, but knows that she has
to give witness of prayer, that is our first duty.

Then another point that I forgot during the retreat is the
recitation of the “Angelus”, remember that it is one of the pious
practices recommended by the Council itself, Pious practice not
liturgical, however the Pope continues to recite the Angelus
before the Whole Church. So we must recite. After the Angelus,
do you remember that once — this is the point — we used to
recite always “de Profundis™ - From the depth ( psalm) for our
beloved ones, who forgets the Angelus forgets also this, that has
been taken away from the prayer of the faithful for the vespers.
We remember of our parents, and of our sisters other than all

the faithful departed. Why do I insist on this? It is a thing
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(pre_xctibe) that has to remain, because we have the holy
obligation to pray everyday for our dear deceased ones. For our’
dear ones, in the H.mass, always, make it a duty of justice, you
%cno_w that I am firm on this, it is said that we are the first
institute that had began a house for the parents, and we were
much appreciated also by the laity, because, usually, they say,
that when one becomes a sister, loses the human sentiments;

thet¢ we have more than others. ’
Another Qoint is that bowing of the head at “glory be”, which I
see that is easily omitted. Study the instructions of the missal

no.234. be apo.stels of this instructions, and this will help us to

make our a witnessing. These are not meanness, if it is given

by the Church] they are not the structures. On that day when

there will be a new instruction that destroys this, we will be

rt;,)ady not to bow the head any more, but as D.C we have to

qbey. '

Laus Deo et Maria.

~
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